
 

 

 

 

Early September 2013  
 

 
 

The BC Grapegrowers’ Association invites you to their second annual 
 

 
ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

To know a good wine is to know a great grapegrower! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Live music for dancing and 
celebrating will be provided 
by Fighting Orange   

 

 

 
DOOR PRIZES 
Each ticket purchased gives you 
a chance to win an incredible 
door prize contributed by some 
of our sponsors below… YAY! 

 

 
Check our website for more details!   

www.grapegrowers.bc.ca 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NNeewwss  &&  UUppddaatteess!!  

THE DETAILS 
 

LOCATION 
Thee VineGlass Vineyard Renewal Resort 
on Sumac Road off Highway Three, 
Cawston, BC 
 

WHAT TO BRING 
A bottle of wine from your cellar or favourite 
winery to share, a swimsuit & towel for a dip 
in the pool and hot tub, an appetite for a 
great meal, and an attitude of anticipation for 
a wonderful night of celebration! 
 

COST 
$65.00 per person  
Tickets can be purchased: 

 Online at www.grapegrowers.bc.ca 

 Cheque sent to the BC Grapegrowers’ 
Association at 451 Atwood Road, 
Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H9 
 

Be sure to send us an e-mail at 
bcga@nethop.net or phone us at 1-877-762-
4652 so that we can reserve your ticket! 
 

DON’T MISS YOUR LAST 
CHANCE TO GET A TICKET FOR 

THIS FABULOUS EVENT! 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
We will have a shuttle bus sponsored by 
Engage Agro/BASF doing a run to Penticton.  
Contact us by e-mail at bcga@nethop.net or 
at 1-877-762-4652 for more details and to 
take advantage of this service 
 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
‘No services’ camping is available on-site for 
$20/night for those who wish to stay.   
 
We’ve also secured reduced rates at the 
following hotels (be sure to mention that you 
are with the BC Grapegrowers’ Association): 
 
Walnut Beach Resort   1-877-936-5400 
    $139/night 
 

Coast Osoyoos Beach Hotel   250-495-
6525 

    From $99 - $129/night (various rooms) 

 
 
 

Gourmet 
Catering  

 
Provided by 

Jeremy 
Schorb – 

winner of the  
2013 

Similkameen 
Barbeque 

King award 
 

 

OUR MAGNIFICENT SPONSORS FOR 2013 
 

Black Hills Estate Winery  Oliver Twist Estate Winery 
Blossom Bench Winey Accessories  Orchard & Vine Magazine 

Burrowing Owl Estate Winery  Quail Estates 
Cellar-Tek Supplies Ltd  Richards Packaging Inc/Univar Canada Ltd 
Dirty Laundry Vineyard  Royal Bank of Canada – Penticton Branch 

E I duPont Canada Company  Stoneboat Vineyards & Winery 
Engage Agro Corporation  Sumac Ridge Estate Winery 

Farm Credit Canada  Superior Peat Inc 
Growers Supply Company Ltd  Tantalus Vineyards 

Jackson Triggs Okanagan Estate  Thee Vineglass Vineyard 
Liquidity Wines  Tightrope Winery 

Meadow Vista Honey Wines  Vibrant Vines 
MNP LLP (Meyers, Norris, Penny)  West Coast Geospatial 

Nufarm Agriculture Inc  Wine Aspect BC Bulk Brokers Ltd 
Okanagan Crush Pad Winery Ltd   

 

Thank you for your generous contributions to the event! 
 

Please be sure to support these vendors in their businesses – we think they’re wonderful! 

http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/
mailto:bcga@nethop.net
mailto:bcga@nethop.net


 

BC WINE GRAPE COUNCIL LEVIES 
 

Harvest is now upon us, and growers are reminded that the 
BCWGC levy is still $10/short ton (2,000lbs or 909kg) and is to 
be collected from the point of sale.  This means, when you sell 
your grapes to a winery, the winery is to deduct the $10 
levy/ton from your invoice and submit it on your behalf to the 
BC Wine Grape Council. For more information, contact Louise 
at (250) 767-2534 or bcwgc@telus.net. 

 

 

 

ONE OF THE BENEFITS OF BEING A BCGA MEMBER 
 
PST EXEMPTIONS WITH THE FARMER IDENTITY CARD 

The Farmer Identiy Card issued by the BC Agriculture Council (BCAC) is referred to in the PST 
regulations as a legal way to obtain PST tax exemption on eligible products.  All members of the 
BC Gapegrowers’ Association can apply as a member of the BCAC, so the cost is $100/year.  
It’s an easy, convenient, and approved form of proving farmer status for PST tax exemptions.  
On the online application page (https://www.bcac.bc.ca/bcac-farmer-id-card-registration) , you’ll 
see the heading “Association” – scroll down and select BC Grapegrowers’ Association.   

 
Alternatively, the Farmer PST Exemption Form to apply for a refund of PST paid can be down-
loaded from the BCGA website (http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/pdf/farmerpstexemption.pdf).  

 

Some retailers will not recognise farmers’ farm assessment or tax notices in order to extend PST exemptions, but most will honour the 
Farmer ID card.  When growers sign up for a Farmer ID card, the BCAC checks with us to see if they are a BCGA member before 
issuing the card. 
 
Accessing the Chrysler rebate program (see our August newsletter) and extended health benefits (see the BCAC website) are also 
available with a Farmer ID card.    

 
 

 

 

 
 

This space could be used by you… just think of the 
audience you could have within the grapegrowing 

industry for your selling your grapes, products, services, 
and business! 

 
Contact us at bcga@nethop.net for more details to 

ensure your space is reserved in the next edition 

https://www.bcac.bc.ca/bcac-farmer-id-card-registration
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/pdf/farmerpstexemption.pdf
mailto:bcga@nethop.net


 

 

MEETING WITH THE HONOURABLE PAT PIMM – BC MINISTER OF 
AGRICULTURE 
 
BC Minister of Agriculture, Hon. Pat Pimm, met with BCGA 
President Manfred Freese and Director Nathan Goltz on 30 
August 2013 in Osoyoos.  This was a very informal meeting, 
during which time the Directors provided an overview of the BC 
Grapegrowers’ Association and a brief on the expected over-
supply of some of the major grape varietals, together with 
recommendations for ways to alleviate and eliminate the over-
supply over the long term.   
 
Specifically, the brief stressed the importance of the initiative by 
the BC Government and his Ministry to achieve open borders for 
direct wine shipments to consumers in other provinces, with 
Alberta as a priority.  Direct shipping to Alberta could potentially 
eliminate much of the over-supply. 
 
The Minister was also asked for his support of the efforts by the 
industry to obtain a rebate of the federal $0.62/litre excise tax on 
the domestic content in “Cellared in Canada” blended wines.  A  

rebate of the excise tax would amount to about $400/tonne, and would be an incentive for the commercial wineries to 
take up more of the over-supply. 
 
In addition, it was proposed that the Ministry implement a three-year Grape Vine Removal and Grapes-to-Grapes 
Replant program beginning in 2014.  The details of such a program would have to be worked out, but would provide 
financial assistance for changing over to other varieties and/or pulling out some unsuitable sites, thereby helping to 
enhance the competitiveness, grape quality, and overall health of the industry. 
 
Your BCGA Board of Directors will continue to push both levels of government on these initiatives. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 

 

Viticulture Certificate Program 
Winery Assistant Certificate Program 

Wine Sales Certificate Program 
 

Viticulture & Wine Studies Short Courses 

 Wine chemistry 

 Wine microbiology 

 Sensory evaluation 

 Grapevine pruning 

 GIS for vineyard management 

 Wine law and business 

 Forklift operation 

 Occupational First Aid 

 Confined Spaces 

For more information, including course outlines, 
tuition fees, schedule, etc: 

 

www.okanagan.bc.ca 
Toll free 1-866-510-8899 

Email:  cssouth@okanagan.bc.ca  
 

 

http://www.okanagan.bc.ca/
mailto:cssouth@okanagan.bc.ca


 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, 
BC, V0H 1H9 

 
Phone:  1-877-762-4652 

Fax: (250) 442-4076 
 

Email: bcga@nethop.net 
Web: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca  

 

 

 
 

SELLING YOUR GRAPES 
All growers are reminded that you should have a written 
and signed sales agreement with each winery you are 
selling grapes to.  The agreement should list the varieties 
you will be shipping, specific ranges for quality 
requirements (Brix, T.A., and pH), the price(s) per ton, 
and a payment due date.  Ideally, you should also receive 
a bill of lading from the winery or third party hauler that 
indicates the tonnage(s) or, at least, the variety and 
number of bins shipped.  In the case of a payment 
dispute or non-payment (which does happen), you will 
have documentation to show that monies are owed to 
you and this gives you proof of your legal contractual 

rights. 

mailto:bcga@nethop.net
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/


 

 

2013 OKANAGAN-
SIMILKAMEEN STARLING 

CONTROL PROGRAM 
 

Have you contributed yet this year? 
 

The starlings are beginning to flock together 
and our trappers are working hard at 
eliminating their numbers, but we need your 
help.  If you haven’t sent in your contribution 
yet this year, please don’t hesitate any 
longer… you can contact us by email at 
bcga@nethop.net, send in your contribution 
by mail to 451 Atwood Road, Grand 
Forks, BC, V0H 1H9 or donate online at 

http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donations.shtml . 
 

Please help us reduce the population of this 
invasive species in our area! 

2013 Contributors 
Platinum Sponsors ($5,000+) Gold Sponsors ($1,000 - $4,999) 

Andrew Peller Ltd Tinhorn Creek Vineyards Ltd 

  

Silver Sponsors ($500 - $999) 
Christopher Jentsch Fruit Company King Family Farms Ltd 

 

Bronze Sponsors ($101 - $499) 
Black Hills Estate Winery Deep Roots Vineyards K&V Vineyards Sun Ridge Vineyard 

Chopaka Ridge Vineyards Hindson Vineyard** Noble Ridge Vineyard & Winery Wild Goose Vineyards & Winery 

Cranston Hill Vineyard    

 

Supporting Sponsors (up to $100) 
Aurora Vineyard & Orchard Eau Vivre Winery & Vineyards Ltd Matheson Creek Farm Redrows Vineyards 

Boulder Beach Vineyard ** Erickson Vineyards Munckhof Vineyards Robert Hancock Orchard ** 

Compact Orchard Development Company Eventus Vineyards Ltd Munson’s View Vineyard Roesler Vineyard 

Dehart Road Vineyard Fiume Vineyard Paynter Family Vineyard Sumac Slope Vineyard 

Denmarc Vineyard Hugh & Mary Vineyards Pocaterra Vineyard & Guesthouse The Terraces 

Dry Creek Vineyard (Mt Kobau) Lindale Farm ** Raisin d’Être Vineyards Thee Vineglass Vineyard Ltd  

** Our thanks to those who have contributed above and beyond the suggested $10/planted acre ** 

mailto:bcga@nethop.net
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donations.shtml


 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 


