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Okanagan Similkameen Starling Control
Program Update
2017 has been a milestone year for the Starling Control Program. Starling
numbers have dropped significantly this year. We are seeing half the numbers of
birds in the traps than we have in the past, in part to the great efforts of the
trapping in Vernon, Armstrong, Kelowna, Summerland, Penticton, OK Falls, Oliver,
Osoyoos, Cawston and Keremeos.
The research study from UBCO has wrapped up and given us great insight. The
research shows that the majority of the starlings in the Okanagan Valley are native
to the valley and that our trapping program is addressing the root of the problem.
Now that we have concrete data, we can move on to develop plans for more
aggressive control of the bird population.
We have had very positive support in the media in the past few weeks, thanks to
BCGA members Rod King for his contribution to the Infotel News article and James
Talman for his interview on Global Okanagan.
For a look at the Starling Control Program in the media, please see the recent
article by Steve Arstad for Penticton Info News at their website on
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/starling-control-program-takes-bite-out-of-invasive-species-before-birds-takebite-out-of-grapes/it46791

CONTACT US!
PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

Renew
or
initiate
your
membership before the January
rush! If you renew now, your
membership will be valid until
the end of 31 December 2018.
Use the form at the end of the
newsletter, or go online at
www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/renewmembership

Starling Program
Contributors
The Starling Control Program continues to receive funding and volunteer
support from the three Regional Districts, as well as the City of West
Kelowna, the BC Cherry Association, the BC Fruit Growers’ Association,
the BC Tree Fruit Cooperative, and YOU, the BC Grapegrowers’
Association. Private fruit packing facilities and bakeries also donate fruit and
bread that is used for bait in the traps.
Funding from the Regional Districts is dependent upon agriculture’s
proven financial support of the program. If we do not show our support
of the program, the Regional Districts will drop their support.
This is why we are so grateful for those listed below, who have supported the
program this year. They truly are the ones who keep the program alive and
working!

Ian Dunster - Wikimedia

Platinum Sponsors ($5,000 +)
Andrew Peller Ltd
Constellation Brands Canada Inc – Jackson Triggs

Blind Creek Vineyards
Blue Mountain Vineyard & Cellars Ltd

Gold Sponsors ($1,000 - $4,999)
Burrowing Owl Vineyards Ltd **
Church & State Wines
Tinhorn Creek Vineyards Ltd **

Silver Sponsors ($500 - $999)
Bench 1775 Winery **
Christopher Jentsch Fruit Company**

King Family Farms Ltd **
Silver Sage Winery **

Bronze Sponsors ($101 - $499)
AR Casorso Ltd **
Arise Ventures Ltd (Culmina)
Arrowleaf Cellars **
Cranston Hill Vineyard

K&V Vineyards **
Kettle Valley Winery Ltd**
Le Dolce Vita Vineyards **
Lual Orchards Ltd

Maverick Estate Winery Inc
Munckhof Vineyards
Noble Ridge Vineyard & Winery**
Okanagan Crush Pad Winery

Ritchie Farm
Stag’s Hollow Winery & Vineyard
Suncrest Vines
Vanessa Vineyards

Supporting Sponsors (up to $100)
Artemisia Vineyards **
Artus Bottling Ltd
Boulder Beach Vineyard **
Caralyn Vineyard
Cinwick Farms Inc
Clean Face Vineyards**
Compact Orchard Dev. Co. **
Cornish Vineyard
Dehart Road Vineyard
Denmarc Vineyard
Drunk Monk Vineyard
Dry Creek Vineyard**
Eau Vivre Winery & Vineyards

Gjoa’s Vineyard B&B **
Grown & Wine
Guarducci Vineyard **
Guernsey Vineyard
Heckmann Vineyard **
Hendsbee Vineyard
Knorr Vineyards Ltd

Elephant Island Orchard Wines**

Lighthall Vineyard **
Lily Pond Acres **
Lindale Farm
Little Farm Winery Ltd
Longshot Vineyard **
Maple Leaf Spirits Inc **
Matheson Creek Farm **
Munson’s View Vineyard

Eventus Vineyards **

Oak Knoll Vineyards **

Echo Bay Vineyard **

Orlando Vineyard **
Palo Solara Vineyards Ltd
Pegasus Vineyards**
Poplar Grove Farm **
Poplar Gove Winery Inc
Raisin d’Être Vineyards
Reluctant Dragon Vineyard
Remuda Vineyard
Robert Hancock Vineyard & Mgmt
Ronald Johnson Vineyard
Sage Mountain Vineyard
Serwa Lands & Orchard
Shady Lagoon Vineyard (Lariana)
Silver Barrel Vineyard
Stahl Vineyard **
Stone Ridge Vineyard

Stonehouse Vineyard **
Sunshine Acres
Tainted Toes Vineyard
Terraced Vines Vineyard **
The Grape Ranch **
The Terraces
Thorny Vines Vineyard **
Tightrope Winery
Turtlerock Farms
Vine Vista Vineyard
Waters & Banks Vineyard
Webster’s Farm Gate Vineyard
Wendenburg Vineyard **
Whine Ridge Vineyards **
Willow Lane Vineyard **
Wockinger Vineyard

** Our thanks to those who have contributed above and beyond the suggested $10/planted acre **

Why not add your name to the list? It’s easy...
ONLINE: go to www.gragegrowers.bc.ca, click on Starling Control, then on SCP Donations
MAIL: send your contribution to PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0

Cover crops have many benefits – when planting cover crops in the fall, consider how they will be managed in the spring.
These findings are primarily from research conducted in Monterey County suing Merced rye and Trios 102 triticale (see
sources below for more complete information).
Benefits of Cover Crops in Vineyards
Soil conservation & water quality
 Reduce soil erosion
 Reduce runoff (45-80% reduction in one
experiment [Smith et al. 2008])
 Reduce dust (when no-till or reduce tillage
practices are adopted)
 Increase water penetration into the soil
Soil health
 Increase microbial biomass in the soil
 Increate the amount of carbon in the soil

Till less to build soil organic matter
 Conventional tillage (multiple passes, <30% of
crop residues left on surface)
o
o



Conservation tillage (>30% of crop residues left
on surface)
o
o



Less carbon enters the soil as organic
matter
Releases carbon back to the atmosphere as
CO2

More carbon enters soil as organic matter
Les CO2 released back to the atmosphere

No-till systems (no disturbance of the soil
surface)
o

Most carbon stays in the soil as organic
matter

Sources
Bettiga L. 2005. Long Term Impact of Vineyard Floor Management Practices. Presentation given at the 2005 Sustainable Ag Expo,
San Louis Obispo, CA
Smith R, Bettiga L, Cahn M, Baumgartner K, Jackson LE, Bensen T. 2008. Vineyard floor management affects soil, plant nutrition, and
grape yield and quality. California Agriculture 62(4): 164-190
Steenworth K. 2008. Vineyard Cover Crops and Tillage Practices. Presentation given at the 2008 Sustainable Ag Expo, San Louis
Obispo, CA
www.vineyardteam.org

FREE SUPPORT &
RESOURCES
Sustainable Winegrowing British Columbia (SWBC), a program offered by the BC Wine Grape Council, is hosting FREE
SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT WORKSHOPS again this year. Growers and winemakers are shown how to complete
their online sustainability assessments and design a tailor-made action plan for continual improvement of their operations.
Visit www.sustainablewinegrowingbc.ca for more information and to register.
SWBC has launched a 3-MINUTE SURVEY ON WINERY WASTEWATER to collect information on current management
practices in BC, identify areas where wineries might need support, and prepare educational resources and a workshop.
Any information disclosed is confidential. Please complete the survey here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HJQV82B.
Your input is greatly appreciated!
And finally, a big shout out to Sukhi Dhaliwal (Kismet Winery) and Graham O’Rourke (Tightrope Winery) for hosting
workshops in August, focused on VINEYARD WATER-USE EFFICIENCY practices and technologies. Thank you also to
Lisa Wambold (Sebastian Farms) and Severine Pinte (Enotecca) for their informative and interesting presentations. The
workshops were part of a project, funded by the BCWGC and the BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative, that will
provide the industry with information about water-use efficiency practices and technologies, and an easy to use Excelbased irrigation water tracking tool. These resources will soon be available at www.sustainablewinegrowingbc.ca - stay
tuned.
WHY CONSIDER THE SUSTAINABILITY OF YOUR OPERATIONS? Market competition, cost savings, reduced impacts
on the environment, consumer demand, and brand distinction are all drivers. By adopting the practices outlined in SWBC,
inputs such as water, energy, and nutrients are reduced, reused, and recycled to maximize efficiencies and enhance your
reputation by showing a clear commitment to running a sustainable enterprise.

The Sustainable Ag Expo is a multi-day educational
seminar bringing the latest scientific and technical
information to growers, pest control advisors, and other
agricultural professionals interested in and committed to
sustainable farming across a range of crops.
Sustainable farming exists in a complicated landscape of
practical, social, economic, and regulatory forces. The
educational content of the Sustainable Ag Expo is designed
to produce insights and foster conversations on the most
pressing issues in the field including pests and diseases,
natural resource conservation, technology adoption, and
regulatory compliance.
Register at http://sustainableagexpo.org/

Understanding the CanadaGAP Program
02-03 November 2017
OVERVIEW
This two-day course is designed to educate attendees on the CanadaGAP
Program. It includes general information about the program, including
details on how to become certified, along with a review of the main
technical requirements laid out in the program. At the end of the course,
you’ll be able to:

Understand how to become certified to the CanadaGAP Program

Understand basic food safety hazards in fresh produce
operations

Understand how to use and implement the CanadaGAP manual
WHO SHOULD ATTEND

Program participants who want to further their understanding of
CanadaGAP requirements

Agriculture Sector Professionals & Consultants

Growers/Producers, Packers, Re-packers, Wholesalers, and
Brokers interested in becoming certified

Those responsible for the food safety program in your company

Buyers or other stakeholders
COST



Member Rate: $799 +tax
Regular Rate: $915 +tax

REGISTRATION
Visit their website at https://nsflearn.com/node/149

BCGA Buy & Sell Forum
The Buy & Sell Forum is a useful tool for growers
– very popular at this time of year with grapes for
sale. Don’t forget to include your contact
information in your advertisement (phone
number and/or e-mail address). And to make it
most efficient for everyone, please remember to
delete your advertisement or mark it “SOLD”
when the grapes/equipment are sold.
Thank you!

We need your
input to prioritize
the needs for
minor use
pesticides in
vineyards!

REMEMBER TO
REGISTER YOUR GROUNDWATER!

Location: Summerland Research & Development Centre
4200 Highway 97 South, Summerland, BC, V0H 1Z0

Date:
Time:

15 November 2017
1:30pm

The deadline to avoid registration fees is
31 December 2017

The meeting will include a presentation from the Summerland
Research Centre personnel on research applicable to pest
management in grapes and discussions on prioritizing the pest
problems in grapes in the areas of pathology, entomology, and
weeds. In each of these areas, we will be prioritizing the problems
in wine grapes – both conventional and organic production, and in
tables grapes – both conventional and organic production.

With the floods, droughts, and extensive forest fires in the
same year, access to ground water sources were limited in
different ways around the province. Registering your well
will ensure your place in line for access to your well.

We are hoping for more grower input this year than we have had in
the past. If you know of anyone who would be interested in
attending this meeting, please pass this information along or bring
them with you.

Do you want help registering? Greg Tyson has offered
advice to grapegrowers in BC. Contact him at the Water
Protection & Sustainability Branch by telephone at (778)
698-4044 or by e-mail at greg.tyson@gov.bc.ca.

For more information, contact Ken Sapsford (pesticide specialist),
at the BC Ministry of Agriculture:
Phone: (250) 861-7647
Mobile: (250) 251-5476
E-mail: kenneth.sapsford@gov.bc.ca

The well registration form can be found online at
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/air-landwater/water/water-wells/well_registration_form.pdf

FIELD WORKER SURVEY DEADLINE
EXTENDED TO 31 OCTOBER 2017 –
PLEASE RESPOND!
The BCGA has been asked to send you a link for a field workers'
survey that is being conducted to get a better understanding of the
field workers' activities in grapes. The survey is needed to
document actual worker activity in grapes and field tomatoes in
Canada. This is the data that Health Canada's Pest Management
Regulatory Agency (PMRA) needs to help determine actual
exposure to many of our pesticides under re-evaluation.
Their proposals are currently based on out-of-country data that
does not represent our current activities.
Please complete this survey before 31 October 2017. You can
access the link online at http://research.cfrinc.net/kyn17328y/ .
When you fill in the survey, you need to select that you grow fruit,
and then it will ask you about grapes.

CENTRE FOR ORGANIZATIONAL
GOVERNANCE IN AGRICULTURE
Next scheduled COGA programs:
01 Nov 2017 – Governance Issues for Today (Abbotsford)
The scope and complexity of issues facing agricultural
organizations seems to be continually expanding, and the
skills, knowledge, and expertise called upon from Directors and
Officers grows in parallel. This workshop is designed to assist
directors and organizations to adapt to changes, particularly
those resulting from the new governance issues.
29 Nov 2017 – Meetings, Rules, and Effective DecisionMaking and Making the Transition under the BC Societies
Act (Nanaimo)
11 Jan 2018 – Social Media (Abbotsford)
01 Feb 2018 – Emerging Issues (Abbotsford)

If you have any questions or comments about this survey, please
contact Ken Sapsford, a BCGA Board member and a pesticide
specialist for the BC Ministry of Agriculture. You can reach him by
phone at (250) 861-7647, mobile at (250) 215-5476, or by e-mail at
kenneth.sapsford@gov.bc.ca

14 Feb 2018 – Livestock Sector Risk Analysis & Programs
(Abbotsford)
More information and registration for these program courses
can be found at
www.bccoga.ca

SOLAR POWER STUDY VOLUNTEERS &
STUDY CONTRACTOR NEEDED RESPOND NOW!

The Ministry of Agriculture wishes to move forward with a Socio-Economic and Environmental Analysis of Implementing
Solar Power On-Farm. First and foremost, the purpose of this project is to support producers as the landscape is moving
towards renewable energy and provide any information that could potentially reduce your producer’s energy bill. Producer
cooperation and participation is needed for this project to be successful. The project will use producer energy
consumption data from 5 dairy, poultry and wine operations in 3 regions (Fraser Valley, Okanagan, Vancouver Island) to
determine whether or not solar (photo-voltaic) energy is viable for your respective industry. Producer information will be
confidential and energy consumption data will be generically identified (i.e. This poultry operation used “x” amount of
electricity in 2016).
There’s no financial commitment. The study just needs some of your time (which is very valuable) to gather your energy
consumption data.
Ideally, they would like Vancouver Island, Fraser Valley, and the Okanagan to be represented, but understand the
majority of the wineries are located somewhere between Osoyoos and Vernon.
Basically, they will:
 Model the solar potential for different geographical areas in BC (Vancouver Island, Okanagan, Fraser Valley)
 Gather energy consumption data from producers (data will be treated as confidential)
 Determine at what point solar electricity would be viable for producers and in what locations (Okanagan will have
more hours of direct sunlight and therefore produce more electricity than the Fraser Valley for example)
Essentially, the study is to determine whether or not solar electricity can reduce the producer’s energy bill in an
economically viable manner.
If you would like to (1) volunteer your operation for the study or (2) be the contractor to complete the study and send it in
to the Ministry of Agriculture, please contact either Jake Turek or Carl Withler
Jake Turek (EIT)
Waste Management Engineer
BC Ministry of Agriculture
Phone (604) 556-3102
E-mail: jake.turek@gov.bc.ca

Carl Withler (P Ag)
Industry Specialist: Treefruit & Grapes
BC Ministry of Agriculture
Phone: (250) 861-7229
E-mail: carl.withler@gov.bc.ca

The period after harvest but before leaf fall is one of the best times of the season for the uptake of Nitrogen and Potassium. This is
encouragement to deliver these macronutrients after harvest when excessive growth and the Potassium content of the fruit is not a
concern.
The amount of time required for vines to restore their carbohydrate and mineral reserves varies by crop-load. Vineyards with a crop
load of 2 to 4 tons per acre need very little time to recover and restore after being harvested. Vineyards in the 4 to 8 tons per acre range
require about a month for restoration. Vineyards cropped above 8 tons per acre need between 4 and 8 weeks to build their reserves
back up.
Replacing minerals is very important as they are transported off-site in the crop and not recycled back into the soil like leaves or canes.
Every situation is different, but believable ranges are 3 to 5 lbs of nitrogen, 5 to 8 lbs of potassium, and 1 to 2 lbs of calcium are
removed from the vineyard each year. Most of these nutrients are taken up by the vine during the post-harvest period if they are
available.
When making fertilizer decisions, a combination of soil analysis, tissue analysis, and visual assessment is suggested. There are
different schools of thought regarding exactly when to sample and whether to analyze only the petioles or the whole leaf (petioles and
the blades). Some growers take tissue samples only at bloom time; others take samples at both bloom and véraison. The key is that
sampling and analysis are done consistently year to year and are compared to previous fertilizations and outcomes.
The vine needs stores of nitrates and Potassium along with carbohydrates to provide for the period of rapid shoot growth in the spring
after bud break. Although common and often necessary, nitrogen and potassium applications during the period from bud break to
véraison run the risk of poor set, excessive shoot growth, and high pH juice at harvest. The period between harvest and leaf fall is one
of the two peak times for nitrogen uptake. Thirty-percent of the nitrogen the vine will use in the next season is taken up postharvest.
The same is true for potassium, but the uptake of potassium by the vine decreases rapidly about a month after harvest.
Irrigations after harvest are important for a number of reasons. Soils need to be moist in order for nutrients to move from the soil into
the roots. Fertilizers applied without adequate soil moisture after the application will not be brought into the vine for storage and may
leech away over the winter.
Leaves need to be hydrated and able to transpire. Transpiration is necessary to move nutrients from the root-zone into the woody
tissue of the plant. Additionally, it is important to have leaves that are photosynthesizing. Now that the demands of shoot growth and
fruit development are no longer an issue, the carbohydrates produced after harvest can go to storage.
Without water and fertilizer at the end of the season there will be low levels of stored carbohydrates, low levels of the macronutrients
that were removed, and dry woody tissue. These deficiencies lead to uneven bud break, poor and uneven shoot growth, poor set, and a
higher incidence of winter injury.
Most growers rely on a combination of “hard numbers” from tissue analysis and the “feel” they have based on the way the vines look.
Either way, if the vines look good going into dormancy, they are going to look good coming out of dormancy and have a solid start in the
next growing season.
Sources
Special thanks to Paul Crout, Helena Chemical Company, and Dan Rodrigues, ViñaQuest, LLC for contributing to this article.
“Balanced soil fertility management in wine grape vineyards.” Stan Grant. Practical Winery May/June 2002
“Best Management Practices for Nitrogen Fertilization of Grapevines.”
University of California Cooperative Extension

Bill Peacock, Pete Christensen, and Donna Herschfelt.

“Foothill Vineyard Post Harvest Activities: FERTILIZING: Information summarized from ‘Grapevine nutrition and fertilization in teh San
Joaquin Valley’ “ – Pete Christinasen, Amand Kasimatis, and Fred Jensen. UC ANR pub. 4087 (the ”black book”) now out of print. LR
Wunderlich, UCCE Farm Advisor. Foothill Vineyard News, Issue 9, October 2013
“Post-Harvest Vineyard Management: Growers’ Guide for Riverina Vineyards.” Edited by Shayne Hackett and Kristy Bartrop. Riverina
Wine Grapes Marketing Board. March 2011.
www.vineyardteam.org

REGISTRATION IS AT:
www.mnp.ca/wineryworkshop

(250) 763-8919

The BC Wine Institute is inviting winemakers and
viticulturalists to discuss the 2017 vintage and crush. This
discussion provides important context for the BCWI’s
annual vintage report.
Anecdotal reports indicate another quality vintage, but it’s
important they hear directly from the professionals. The
forum will be conducted by Rhys Pender, Master of Wine.
Come spend some time catching up with your wine
neighbours. Then share your latest wine sample at the
Harvest End after-party! The party will be hosted by Black
Hills Estate Winery at 4:30pm. Please respond directly to
pauline@blackhillswinery.com for the party.

2017 Winemakers’ & Viticulturists’ Forum
Thursday, 07 December 2017
1:30pm – 3:30pm
Burrowing Owl Estate Winery
Register at http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eeojuddc876ab9d3&llr=gybbhgeab

PO Box 42, Grand Forks, British Columbia, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca

www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Pursuant to the bylaws of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association (see www.grapegrowers.bc.ca):
I/We do hereby apply for membership with the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association.
Primary Contact:
Name of Vineyard or
Company:
Mailing Address:
Vineyard Address:
Primary Telephone:

Alternate Phone:

Facsimile:

Mobile Phone:

Primary E-mail:

2nd E-mail:

Website:

Number of
Planted Acres:

The members of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association include Full Members and Associate Members (as defined below) who
shall have the rights and obligations attached to each class of membership.
A person who is a grapegrower is entitled to be a Full Member. “Grapegrower” means a person, partnership of persons, corporation or joint
venture that grows grapes on a commercial basis, either for that party’s or parties’ own use in processing of wine or for sale to third parties.

Any person who is not a grapegrower, but who has a vested interest in the British Columbia grape and wine industry by reason of that
person's involvement in and with that industry may apply to become an Associate Member.

I agree to uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws of the Association. ___________
(initial here)

I am applying for (check one):

_____ Full Membership

_____ Associate Membership

Check one of the following payment options:

_______ I enclose the annual membership fee of $150.00 with a cheque made to BC Grapegrowers’ Association
_______ I have made my payment online (www.grapegrowers.bc.ca) with the PayPal/Credit Card option

Dated: _______________________________

Signed: ____________________________________

Print Name: _________________________________
If the applicant is an incorporated company, a co-operative, or partnership, an authorised signing official should sign this form.

Please mail the application and annual fee to PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
(cheque made out to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association)

