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We are pleased to report that the 2013 Celebration of Harvest on 14 September
2013 was a grand success! Much fun was had by all with a marvellous
barbeque meal, music, dancing, and incredible door prizes for everyone’s
enjoyment. We would like to thank everyone who made this event memorable,
from those who worked in organising to those wonderful sponsors whose
generous support made it all possible. Please be sure to support our wonderful
sponsors in their businesses – you'll find their names below.

Black Hills Estate Winery

Blossom Bench Wine
Accessories

Cellar-Tek Supplies Ltd

Denmarc Vineyard

Dirty Laundry Vineyard &
Winery

E.I. DuPont Canada Company

Engage Agro Corporation

Farm Credit Canada

Growers Supply Company Ltd

Jackson Triggs Okanagan
Estate

Liquidity Wines

Meadow Vista Honey Wines

MNP LLP
(Meyers Norris Penny)

Nufarm Agriculture Inc

Okanagan Crush Pad Winery

Okanagan Viticulture Services

Oliver Twist Estate Winery

Orchard & Vine Magazine

Prairie Coast Equipment Inc

Quail Estates

Richards Packaging Inc

Royal Bank of Canada

Stoneboat Vineyards & Winery

Sumac Ridge Estate Winery

Superior Peat Inc

Tantalus Vineyards

Thee Vineglass Vineyard

Tightrope Winery

Vibrant Vines

West Coast Geospatial

Wine Aspect
Bulk BC Wine Brokers Ltd

Be sure to mark your calendar to attend next year’s event!
Watch the newsletter for more details….

DIRECTORS
PROFILE
An introduction to the BCGA
Directors

Ed Thibault
Current BCGA Treasurer

Ed & his wife, Linda purchased a ten-acre property in Summerland &
converted a five-acre peach orchard to a vineyard in 2000/01. Ed is
retired from a thirty year career with IBM where he held a variety of
positions that provided him with an excellent business background
that included finance, marketing and management. He is also on the
Board of the BC Wine Grape Council.
Ed is the on the BCGA Finance Committee as treasurer, watching
over the budgets and finances. He was first elected to the BCGA in
2005 and became treasurer that same year.
What do you like about being a BCGA member? “I enjoy
participating in the growth and success of the BCGA, and that
includes contributing to decision making and establishing direction
that will benefit grapegrowers today and in the future. I also enjoy
the opportunity to work with other board members and meeting new
growers. I just like the excitement of being involved.”
Did you know… Ed used to be a competitive rower with his brother
and they built their own boat for competitions

The Fresh Outlook Foundation is hosting its sixth
Building SustainABLE Communities conference in
Kelowna on 25-28 November 2013. On the Tuesday,
they’re featuring a day-long session on sustainable food
and agriculture systems for BC.
To ensure meaningful and productive dialogue they're
inviting representatives from all grower/producer groups
in BC. For more information on this conference, please
visit their website at http://freshoutlookfoundation.org or
contact Joanne de Vries (founder & CEO) by phone at
(250) 766-1777 or email at jo@freshoutlookfoundation.org.

BEAT THE JANUARY RUSH – RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP NOW!
We would like to let you know that all BCGA memberships that are initiated or renewed now
will be valid until 31 December 2014 – so you can beat the January rush and get yours done
now! Payment can be made in one of two ways:

With a cheque made out to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association and sent by post
to 451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H9

Online at http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/membership.shtml using a credit card with
the PayPal payment system

Be sure to contact us if you need more information and details

451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H9
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
Office: (250) 442-8303
Fax: (250) 442-4076
E-mail: bcga@nethop.net
Web: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

OKANAGAN-SIMILKAMEEN
STARLING CONTROL PROGRAM

The starlings are flocking together now, and our trappers
are working hard at eliminating their numbers, but we need
your help. If you haven’t sent in your contribution yet this
year, please don’t hesitate any longer… send in your
contribution by mail to 451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks,
BC, V0H 1H9 or donate online at the BCGA website - see
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donations.shtml .

Please help us reduce the population of this invasive species in our area!
In order to meet the funding required by the BCGA to match other funding agencies, we need everyone’s support – we
are currently a long ways from our commitment to the program.
Andrew Moon – viticulturist and vineyard manager at Tinhorn Creek Vineyards, writes:
“As a grower and viticulturist in the Okanagan since 2009, I have seen a reduction in the number of starlings
at both Tinhorn Creek Estate Vineyards and contracted grower vineyards. This may be a coincidence;
however, I attribute this reduction in starling numbers to the starling eradication programs in the valley that
Tinhorn Creek Vineyards and many other growers and wineries support. I have personally seen crops
devastated in other growing regions when such an eradication program is non-existent.”
Rod King – King Family Farms Ltd, writes:
“Prior to the Starling Control Program, these flying rats were an ongoing and very difficult issue to deal with. Netting
is very expensive and many areas have restrictions on the use of weapons and sound devices. The program is the
most cost-effective solution by far, limiting crop loss with virtually no effort.”
Rod went on to add that he felt, if the Starling Control Program had to be cancelled due to lack of funds, he expected to hear growers
complain about the difficulties they were having with starlings again as their numbers climbed back to pre-trapping amounts. He
finished by saying that he would not feel very sorry for those people who didn’t contribute, and would continue to support the SCP
trapping.

2013 Contributors
Platinum Sponsors ($5,000+)

Gold Sponsors ($1,000 - $4,999)

Andrew Peller Ltd

Tinhorn Creek Vineyards Ltd

Silver Sponsors ($500 - $999)
Christopher Jentsch Fruit Company

King Family Farms Ltd

Bronze Sponsors ($101 - $499)
Black Hills Estate Winery

Deep Roots Vineyards

K&V Vineyards

Sun Ridge Vineyard

Chopaka Ridge Vineyards

Hindson Vineyard**

Noble Ridge Vineyard & Winery

Wild Goose Vineyards & Winery

Cranston Hill Vineyard

Supporting Sponsors (up to $100)
Aurora Vineyard & Orchard

Eau Vivre Winery & Vineyards Ltd

Matheson Creek Farm

Redrows Vineyards

Boulder Beach Vineyard **

Erickson Vineyards

Munckhof Vineyards

Robert Hancock Orchard **

Compact Orchard Development Company

Eventus Vineyards Ltd

Munson’s View Vineyard

Roesler Vineyard

Dehart Road Vineyard

Fiume Vineyard

Paynter Family Vineyard

Sumac Slope Vineyard

Denmarc Vineyard

Hugh & Mary Vineyards

Pocaterra Vineyard & Guesthouse

The Terraces

Dry Creek Vineyard (Mt Kobau)

Lindale Farm **

Raisin d’Être Vineyards

Thee Vineglass Vineyard Ltd

** Our thanks to those who have contributed above and beyond the suggested $10/planted acre **

SAVE MONEY & TIME…
TAKE ACTION NOW TO
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF

PUNCTUREVINE!
Lisa Scott – Coordinator
Okanagan & Similkameen Invasive Species Society

Puncturevine is not new to grapegrowers in the South
Okanagan and Lower Similkameen Valleys. This spiny invasive
plant has been moving into agricultural areas for over three
decades. But outbreaks have spread like wildfire in recent
years and we are now reaching a crisis point. It’s time for
grapegrowers to recognise the concern and collectively take
action.
Why should grapegrowers care?
Puncturevine thrives along the edges of vineyards and
sometimes between the rows. If left untreated, these areas
become a major seed source and epicentre for new infestations.
During the fall harvest, increased activity in the vineyard results
in the movement of puncturevine seedpods by vehicles,
equipment, people, and pets. The Central and North Okanagan
are largely free of puncturevine and we want to keep it that way.
How do you identify puncturevine?
 Forms dense mats but may grow upright where there is
competition for light
 Stems are green to reddish brown (0.3 – 1.5m long)
 Leaves are divided into 4-8 pairs of oval, 13mm leaflets
 Yellow flowers appear from late spring or early summer
until frost
 The hard, spiny fruit is roughly circular with five sections
that split when mature
What can you do to help stop the spread of puncturevine?
 Learn to identify puncturevine in all its growth stages
 Regularly patrol your property and control plants before
seeds are produced
 Always check tires, bins, equipment, and footwear for
seeds prior to entering or leaving an infested area – this
is particularly important if equipment is shared amongst
vineyards
 Dispose of all plants and seedpods in the garbage
In the fall, map out all locations of puncturevine on your
property. During the winter, create a control program to begin in
early June.
Treatment should employ options such as
mulching, competitive planting, hand pulling, hoeing or tilling (if
no seeds), and herbicide application.

Puncturevine in a vineyard

FURTHER INFORMATION & ASSISTANCE
Website: www.oasiss.ca
Phone: (250) 404-0115
E-mail: oasiss@shaw.ca

It’s the Law
Puncturevine is classified as a regionally noxious plant in the
Okanagan-Similkameen under the provincial Weed Control Act.
This means that landowners are legally required to control this
invasive plant when it occurs on their property. The Okanagan
and Similkameen Invasive Species Society (OASISS) is working
in cooperation with the Ministry of Transportation to treat
highways and some key secondary roads, but we need and
appreciate your attention and cooperation in helping to stop its
spread.
Please contact us if you see this noxious weed along a roadway
or if you need assistance with developing a control plan.

DON’T FORGET!!!
THE DEADLINE TO APPLY FOR
VINE COVERAGE IS
31 OCTOBER 2013
Kelowna: 1-888-332-3352
Oliver: 1-888-812-8811
www.ak.gov.bc.ca/production_insurance

Pre-pruning and sweeping/mulching services available
for both cane pruned and spur pruned vineyards
Make life easier while saving time and money…
what could be better?

This space could be used by you… just think of the
audience you could have within the grapegrowing
industry for your products, services, and business!

For more information contact Dave Wagner
Phone: (250) 498-1781
E-mail: dwagner@persona.ca

Contact us at bcga@nethop.net for more details to
ensure your space is reserved in the next edition

