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MARK YOUR CALENDER!
CANOPY MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP –
20 JUNE 2013 (date yet to be confirmed)

BCGA GROWERS’ DAY &
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Linden Gardens was once again a popular
location for the BCGA Growers’ Day &
Annual General Meeting on 09 April 2013.
Thank you to everyone who attended and
to all of the presenters for taking the time
from busy schedules to speak to the group.
The presentations by Lee Cartier and Miles
Prodan are available on our website
www.grapegrowers.bc.ca
under
the
“Members’ Info” tab.

Beginning with a brief review of the
objectives of canopy management &
assessment, the workshop will focus
primarily on vertical shoot positioning
(VSP), training & pruning, shoot thinning,
wire movement, hedging, leaf removal, and
cluster thinning. It will also consider some
of the techniques and tools employed, as
well as the associated labour and financial
costs. There will be lots of opportunity for
questions and answers! Watch our flyer
in early June for all the details.
Registration will be limited and offered
to BCGA members first.

14th ANNUAL ENOLOGY & VITICULTURE CONFERENCE-TRADESHOW
This is a premier wine industry event that brings hundreds of wine and grape
industry professionals together to discover new products and services, to learn
about the latest technologies and research, as well as to network. Take
advantage of this exclusive tradeshow to make the right contacts with a highly
targeted group. It will be held at the Penticton Trade & Convention Centre on 15
- 16 July 2013. Contact Louise Corbeil of the BC Wine Grape Council for
further details at bcwgc@telus.net or visit their website at www.bcwgc.org.

SMALL VINEYARD EFFICIENCES WORKSHOP – AUTUMN 2013
We all know that growers are inventive and come up with strategies to get three
days’ work into one and a half… well, here is your chance to be an expert in
your field and let us know about your great ideas! Please write or call so that we
can include your tips in the workshop. Be sure to watch for further details as to
when and where this workshop will be scheduled – saving time saves you
money in the long run!

BCGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Elections for the Board of Directors took place at the AGM on 09 April 2013 with the following people elected by acclamation:
 Two-year terms: Nathan Goltz, Charlie Baessler, Manfred Freese, and Roger Hol
 One-year terms: Bill Collings and Mark Beaudry
Ed Schiller and Ed Thibault are completing the second year of their two-year appointments. You can find out more about the directors on the “Meet
the Directors” page of the BCGA website (http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/meetdirectors.shtml).
At the first meeting of the Board of Directors on 23 April 2013, the following officers were elected by acclamation:
 President: Manfred Freese
 Vice-President: Marc Beaudry
 Treasurer: Ed Thibault
 Past President Ex-Officio: Renee Martin

VALUE CHAIN ANALYSIS & BUSINESS STRATEGY IN THE
OKANAGAN WINE INDUSTRY
Dr Lee Cartier, P.Ag. – Okanagan School of Business, Okanagan College
This study investigates the transformation of the Okanagan region’s wine industry
between the years of 2000 and 2010 and its relationship to other industries that comprise
the region’s agricultural products cluster. It adds to the body of knowledge related to
rural industry competitiveness by identifying the decision-making activities of
entrepreneurs leading the transformation.
A number of industry opportunities and challenges are identified from this investigation.
These are then translated into five ‘front-burner’ strategic issues facing the industry.
Recommendations for industry strategy were developed by industry stakeholders in February 2013 to address each of the
strategic issues. The BCGA Board of Directors thanks Dr Lee Cartier for contributing this very insightful and valuable
work to the BC Grape and Wine Industry and encourages all of its members to read the document. It will soon be found
on our website under the “Members Info” tab.

INTERNeX International Exchange Program

BCGA SECOND ANNUAL

12 SEPTEMBER 2013
To know a good wine is to know a great grapegrower!

If you are a Grape Grower and are interested in teaching
others about what you do and would like a helping hand
then we would like to send some young people your
way. INTERNeX arranges stays in Canada for
European youth between 19-28 years old who would like
to stay with your family for between 1 and 6 months to
experience our culture. You would need to provide them
with room and board and we will contribute $50 per
week for your costs. If you are interested in seasonal
short-term paid labourers we also have people
interested in this as well.
INTERNeX international exchange is Canada’s leading
cultural exchange program for youth looking to work,
travel and experience all that Canada has to offer. Each
year, hundreds of youth from Europe and all over the
world come to Canada on our programs. We are always
on the look-out for organizations looking to support us
with our work by hosting our candidates on a variety of
programs. If this is something that interests you, contact
Martina now at martina@internexcanada.com or have a
look at what we do online at: www.internexcanada.com.

Please note that the date was incorrectly reported in our
last newsletter – the correct date is
Thursday, 12 September 2013

Watch our newsletters and website for more
details closer to the date!

MESSAGE FROM PRODUCTION INSURANCE – Tips for Reporting Notice of Loss
A Production Insurance claim for crop loss or vine damage is only triggered when a grower notifies the local Production
Insurance office of an ‘event’, as soon as it occurs, that may lead to damage. Without this Notice of Loss, there is no
claim. For example, if winter freeze was the cause of bud damage or dead vines, you must report it and be very specific
about what has happened; “We had -26C on the night of December 19. I think that all the Sauvignon Blanc has primary
bud loss but the Riesling is fine. I have temp records from our on-site data logger. Do you need those records?”. To say
“cold snap during the 2012 winter” is not a specific event and may work against the claim-adjusting process.
Whether it’s your house insurance or Production Insurance, in the insurance world the onus of proof in a claim (pointing to
the event that caused damage, specifying the amount of damage) falls on the person insured. That’s why when you call in
a Notice of Loss, staff will ask you to provide a lot of details around what happened, and then an Adjuster will come out to
confirm what has happened. So if shoots emerge and then get touched by frost so that some primary buds are affected,
call in a Notice of Loss immediately so the Adjuster can visit to see the blackened buds and document the claim.
Sometimes two or more events might combine to drop yield below your policy’s yield (production) guarantee ....you’ll need
to point to each specific event in order to justify a claim for all the damage.
Production Insurance is a cost-effective tool for managing your farm business risk. To really understand what you are
buying and how the claim process works, read the policy and talk with your local Production Insurance Product
Representative about your rights and responsibilities.

ACCESS UP TO $400,000 IN FINANCING WITH THE FIRST $100,000 INTEREST FREE
THROUGH THE ADVANCE PAYMENTS PROGRAM (APP). The APP is a financial loan
guarantee program set up by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada that gives producers access to
credit through cash advances. The APP provides producers with a cash advance on the value
of their agricultural products during a specific period, with financing available for over 4500
different products, including BC grapes. By improving their cash flow throughout the year, the
APP helps producers meet their financial obligations and benefit from the best market
conditions. This program is offered through Agricultural Credit Corporation (ACC) that
administers the Advance Payments Program. ACC is a not-for-profit farm organization founded
in 1992 by a coalition of farm organizations and is now comprised of twenty producer
associations and marketing boards. Please contact ACC toll free at 1-888-278-8807 for
further details or visit www.agcreditcorp.ca.

Hedging and trimming services available
for both cane-pruned and spur-pruned
vineyards.
Make life easier while saving time and
money… what could be better?
For more information call Dave Wagner at
250-498-1781

