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In this issue…

BC Grapegrowers’ Association

Growers’ Day-AGM

Pg 1 – Growers’ Day-AGM

Friday, 08 April 2016

Pg 2 – 2016 Safety Conference
Pg 2 – Food Donation Tax
Credit

AGENDA
Registration
Welcome & Introduction – Manfred Freese

Pg 3 – Census of Agriculture

BC Wine Industry Update – BCWI, BCWA,
BCWGC, and BCGA

Pg 3 – Water Forum

WHEN
Friday, 08 April 2014

Coffee Break – sponsored by BMO
Vineyard Leasing – Cheryl Wood (RHN Chartered

WHERE
Linden Gardens (Frog Café)
Kaleden, BC

Professional Accountants)

Crop Insurance & Ag Stability – Gary Falk (BCMA)

CONTACT US!

Overview of the Year’s Activities

President’s Report

Fresh Market Grapes Committee

Starling Control Program

PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
Fax: (250) 767-0094
E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

BCGA AGM (half-hour)

Adoption of minutes and agenda

Finance & budget report

Elections

Any other business

CHECK IN
8:30am – 9:00am
SCHEDULE
9:00am – 3:00pm
Speakers, luncheon, AGM, open
panel questions
COST
$20/person BCGA members
$30/person non-members

Viticulture Sustainability – Graham O’Rourke
Lunch – sponsored by RBC

Directions to Linden Gardens
1.
2.
3.
4.

Turn east off HWY 97 at Lakehill Road
(turnoff to Kaleden)
Turn right at Linden Avenue – the
Okanagan Regional Library is on the
corner
Take the first left to stay on Linden
Avenue; go past the Elementary school
Linden Gardens and Frog Café will be
on the left

Potential mitigation strategies for dealing with the
effects of earlier and warmer growing seasons,
excess sugar accumulation, and vine stress – Pat
Bowen (PARC, Summerland)

Vineyard floor management strategies and cover
crops for the BC Southern Interior – Tom Lowery

WHO IS INVITED
This event is open to all
grapegrowers (members and nonmembers of the BCGA) and others
with an interest in the BC grape
industry

(PARC, Summerland)

PRE-REGISTRATION
In order to arrange for seating and the
food service, pre-registration is
required!

Closing Remarks followed by a social wine tasting
– Manfred Freese

(Please indicate any special diet requirements)

WE THANK OUR WONDERFUL SPONSORS!
Coffee Break Sponsored by

Luncheon Sponsored by





HOW TO REGISTER
ONLINE – www.grapegrowers.bc.ca
PHONE – 1-877-762-7652
EMAIL – bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
When registering, please tell us:
1. The names of people attending
2. Your company/vineyard name
3. Any dietary requirements
4. How you want to pay

2016 Western Conference
on Safety
Canada’s largest occupational safety and health conference is scheduled for 11-12 April 2016 at the Hyatt
Regency hotel in Vancouver, BC. They’re featuring Dr Joe MacInnis on safety in high risk environments, recent
developments in OSH investigations, and medical marijuana in the workplace, a trade show, and 6 post-conference
professional development courses.
If you are interested in attending, please visit the conference website at
http://pacificsafetycenter.com/wcs16/index.htm to learn more and register

Farmers’ Food Donation Tax Credit
The Farmers’ Food Donation Tax Credit is a new non-refundable income tax credit to
encourage farmers and farming corporations to donate certain agricultural products
that they produce in BC to registered charities, such as food banks or school meal
programs. As a result of this program, BC families who use food banks, charities and
school lunch programs will now have further access to fresh, healthy, and local food.





Some details of the tax credit are:
The Farmers’ Food Donation Tax credit is available to individuals and corporations that carry on the business of
farming and donate a qualifying agricultural product to a registered charity.
The qualifying agricultural product may include meat products, eggs or dairy products, fish, seafood, fruits,
vegetables, grains, pulses, herbs, honey, maple syrup, mushrooms, nuts or other produce that has been
grown, raised or harvested on a farm in BC.
The credit is worth 25% of the fair market value of the qualifying agricultural product and must be claimed in the
same year that a charitable donation tax credit or deduction is claimed for the donation.
The credit is available for the 2016, 2017 and 2018 tax years, after which the credit will be reviewed.

To find out if you or your business qualifies for the Farmers’ Food Donation Tax Credit please see the Ministry of
Finance’s website at http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/taxes/income-taxes/personal/credits/farmers-food-donation
, call the toll free number at 1-877-387-3332, or email ITBTaxQuestions@gov.bc.ca.

2016 Census of Agriculture
The 2016 Census of Agriculture is on the Horizon! What's new for the 2016 Census of Agriculture?
Census by Internet: fast and easy. All Canadian farm operators will receive a letter at the beginning of May 2016
with instructions on how to complete the questionnaire online.
The online questionnaire will automatically add totals and skip sections that do not apply to the operator's farm. As
a result, completing the questionnaire online will be faster and easier and reduce the need to call back farm
operators in order to clarify answers. On average, farmers should spend 30% less time responding to the 2016
Census of Agriculture than they did responding to the previous census (2011).
Shorter-but still comprehensive-questionnaire
The Census of Agriculture staff consults after every census with farmers, agricultural industry members, and data
users for the purpose of assessing data needs. Statistics Canada is grateful to the agricultural industry for its
ongoing feedback and support. As a result of these consultations, new questions on the adoption of technologies,
direct marketing, succession planning, and renewable energy production were added to reflect demand for this new
information. Other questions were removed, such as detailed expense information, operator place of residence,
details on irrigated land… Most of the questions for 2016 are identical to those used in 2011. This continuity is
important when it comes to tracking long-term trends in the industry and meeting the ongoing needs of users and
stakeholders. Overall, the 2016 questionnaire has 18 fewer questions than it did in 2011.
By law, farmers are required to participate in the Census of Agriculture. By the same law, Statistics Canada is
required to protect the information provided in Census of Agriculture questionnaires. Privacy is a fundamental
component of the census.
At the beginning of May, complete your questionnaire and tell your story as part of Canada's farming community!

FREE PUBLIC FORUM
22 March 2016

6:00pm – 8:30pm

Laurel Packing House – Kelowna, BC
1304 Ellis Street, Kelowna, BC, V1Y 1Z9
Registration required, refreshments provided
This year’s event, “exSTREAMS: The Okanagan water story and you” looks at our valley’s droughts and floods
from a historical First Nation’s perspective, and how these extreme weather events are changing, even occurring
within the same year. We will look at how Okanagan communities – all part of ‘One valley. One water.’ – are
working together to address droughts and floods, and how individuals can be part of that effort. Special this year,
we will have a keynote address from Water Champion MARGARET CATLEY-CARLSON, providing an international
perspective to what is a global issue.
PANELISTS INCLUDE:
Margaret Catley-Carlson, past Chair Global Water Partnership and Current Vice Chair Canadian Water Network
Board, Sarah Alexis, Okanagan Nation Alliance (ONA) – Natural Resources Project Coordinator & Richard
Bussanich, ONA Fisheries Biologist, Anna Warwick Sears, Okanagan Basin Water Board - Executive Director,
Don Dobson, member (past-chair) of the OBWB’s Water Stewardship Council, representing Assoc. of Professional
Engineers and Geoscientists of BC
TO REGISTER, VISIT THE WEBSITE:
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/exstreams-the-okanagan-water-story-and-you-tickets-22712175729

