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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR
THESE EVENTS!
Specific dates will be announced as they
become available

Okanagan Canopy Management Workshop






Date: 25 June 2014 – 8:30am registration, 9:00am start
Place: Pacific Agri-Food Research Centre (PARC) – 4200 Hwy 97, Summerland, BC
Presenters: Charlie Baessler, Nathan Goltz, and Tom Lowery
Cost: $25/members, $40/non-members
Topics: canopy management techniques including early season leaf removal for disease
and insect control as well as cover crop management for pest control
Registration Required – online at www.grapegroers.bc.ca/canopyworkshopokanagan.htm
or call us at 1-877-762-4652 and send a cheque addressed to the BC Grapegrowers’
Association by post to PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
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Fraser Valley Canopy Management Workshop






Date: 03 July 2014 – 8:30am registration, 9:00am start
Place: Chaberton Estate Winery – 1064-216th St, Langley, BC, V2Z 1R3
Presenter: Graham O’Rourke
Cost: $25/members, $40/non-members
Topics: a brief review of the objectives of canopy management & assessment, vertical
shoot positioning (VSP), training, shoot thinning, wire movement, hedging, leaf removal,
and cluster thinning. techniques and tools employed, labour and financial costs
Registration Required: Online at www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/canopyworkshop.htm or call
us at 1-877-762-4652 and send a cheque addressed to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association
by post to PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0



Production Insurance Workshop


Date: August 2014…Details coming soon!

Vineyard Terroir Seminar
Pg 6 – Growing Degree Days
Pg 12 – Acreage Survey Form





Date & Time: 22 August 2014 at 9:30am
Place: Okanagan Crush Pad’s vineyard in Garnet Valley, Summerland
The BCGA will send out registration in early July – any questions can be sent to
bcga@nethop.net

Pruning Workshop


Date: January 2015…Watch this newsletter for details!

Fresh Market Grapes Workshop



Date: early August 2014
Place: Kelowna, BC – details coming soon!

2014 VINEYARD ACREAGE SURVEY

CONTACT US!
PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
Fax: (250) 442-4076
E-mail: bcga@nethop.net
Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

If you haven’t completed the BC grape acreage survey for this year, please don’t wait any longer!
The BCGA and the BC Wine Institute compile this vital information for future marketing plans,
plantings, determining surpluses, and research and development grants. The information you
provide is strictly confidential and used only for statistics about the BC grape and wine industry –
the data is shared in a report for both grapegrowers and wineries.
Please complete the survey (it only takes 10-15 minutes):

Online at http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/2014survey/
OR


Print the one at the end of this newsletter and e-mail it to erin.korpisto@gmail.com or
mail it to Mt Kobau Wine Services at 4816 Highway 97, Oliver, BC, V0H 1T1
Thank you for your participation!

OKANAGAN-SIMILKAMEEN
STARLING CONTROL PROGRAM
Trapping is currently carried out by a team of five
contracted trappers – one in the Regional District of North
Okanagan, one in the Regional District of Central
Okanagan, and three in the Regional District of OkanaganSimilkameen. The intent of the program is to reduce the
populations of starlings as effectively and efficiently as
possible with their primary target being the juveniles.
Starling Awareness Program
A public awareness campaign aimed at the reduction of
Photo by Dave Kinneer
nesting sites was launched in the spring of 2013.
Identifying and blocking nesting sites is an effective way of
controlling starlings that everyone can participate in. In this program, the public is encouraged through
advertisements, articles, brochures, and radio announcements in ways of blocking nesting sites on their property,
and requested to let the BCGA know when they observe groups of starlings nesting in their area. Trappers are
sent to follow-up with the messages received, and it is proving to be an effective way to raise general awareness of
the necessity of starling control.
You Can Participate!
 Check your property and outbuildings for nesting sites and be sure to get them blocked
 Educate your farm workers to they don’t open traps when they see them
 Ask us for brochures and give them out to your neighbours and friends (and even to your enemies too!)
 Call us toll free at 1-877-762-4652 or send an e-mail to bcga@nethop.net if you see any nesting sites in
your area - trapping is currently shut down because of nesting, but will resume once the juveniles start
flocking around mid-June, so our trappers are happy to assist you with ideas in how to block nesting sites
in your area.
Welcome to Margaret Holm!
At the last Starling Control Management Committee meeting, the group expressed a
desire to add someone from the environmental community to its team. With gratitude,
we would like to welcome Margaret Holm as a volunteer who will focus on public
education and outreach! Margaret has a background in conservation and education
extension, and is a freelance writer who contributes regularly to newspapers and
agricultural publications. She has also been a program Coordinator for the Okanagan
Similkameen Conservation Alliance since 2006. Her interests include working with local
agricultural organisations on wildlife management and sustainable practices, and
encouraging awareness of the Okanagan & Similkameen’s special habitats and species
at risk. Margaret’s focus on the committee will be public education and outreach.
Introducing Our Newest Trapper
We would like to extend a hearty welcome to Jym
Talman who has recently joined our team of
wonderful trappers in the Summerland, Okanagan
Falls, and Naramata areas. Congratulations on
your position, Jym!

Golden Mile Bench Sub-DVA (Designated Viticultural Area) Proposal
A group of wineries in the South Okanagan has filed an application with the BC Wine Authority (BCWA) proposing the
development of a new sub-region within the geographical indication of the Okanagan Valley as per Section 29 of the Wines of
Marked Quality Regulation (Wine Act). The proposed sub-region would be named Golden Mile Bench.
Full details of the application are posted on the BCWA website at

http://www.bcvqa.ca/Process.aspx?pageid=developing-new-sub-gi-s

The Wine Authority is inviting comments from all grapegrowers on this proposal. Please e-mail your
comments to:
Jeffrey Thomas, Chair at info@bcvqa.ca
British Columbia Wine Authority
120 – 888 Westminster Ave W, Penticton, BC, V2A 8S2

STARLING TRAPPER
JOB POSTING
The BCGA requires an outgoing, motivated individual
with good communication skills to work as a trapper for
the Okanagan Similkameen Starling Control Program.
The work involves:

Setting up, servicing, and maintaining starling traps
within specific areas according to the best practices
developed by the OSSCP

Collecting and recording data

Meeting with the public and individual agricultural
producers in response to queries about the trapping
program and nesting prevention
The successful candidate will have an interest in learning
about starlings and their behaviours and will:

Provide a suitable vehicle to carry supplies and bait
needed to service & maintain traps

Monitor, maintain, and repair traps regularly on a
year-round basis

Maintain trapping records and track all activities
related to each trap site as specified

Access, store, and provide adequate and suitable
bait and water for the traps

Transport, prepare and freeze the starling carcasses
as outlined in the Trappers’ Guide

Provide freezer storage for carcasses

Bag, label, and freeze samples for research
The work is generally year-round on alternate days. This
varies throughout the season, with the busiest months
being July through November.
The locations of work is in
(generally 2-3 hrs/day)

the Similkameen Valley

The rate of pay is $25/hr with a mileage reimbursement
of $0.52/km.
The successful candidates will be required to sign a
standard service contract.
Pease direct your expressions of interest along with your
résumé in full confidence to Connie Bielert, Program
Manager at
Mail:
Email:

Post Office Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0

bcga@nethop.net

Bert Teather
(1935 – 2014)
The grape industry has lost another of its pioneers. Bert
(Herbert) Teather, a Kelowna grapegrower, passed away
suddenly while working in his vineyard on 06 June 2014 at
the age of 79. Bert joined the BC Grapegrowers’ Association
in 1972, producing his first crop of fresh market (table)
grapes in 1973. He was an active member of the Fresh
Market Grapes Committee throughout all the years, and was
always keen to test varieties that could be of value to the
industry.
In addition to his commercial plantings, Bert had a plot of 35
other varieties that he acquired over the years and nurtured
“just to see how they would do.” He always welcomed the
opportunity to share his wealth of information about these
varieties and his experiences of growing table grapes in
general.
Bert will be remembered as a wise and friendly person who
was extremely proud of his vineyard, the Grape Patch.

Proper Disposal of Invasive Plants
Submitted by Lisa Scott
One of the most common questions I am asked is how to properly
dispose of invasive plants. This answer is much more simplified if
plants are controlled before they set seed.
Knowing how a particular plant reproduces indicates its method of
spread and helps determine the appropriate disposal method.
Most are spread by seed and are dispersed by wind, water,
animals or people. Some reproduce by vegetative means from
pieces of stems or roots forming new plants. Others spread
through both seed and vegetative means. Some plants continue
to grow, flower and set seed even after pulling or cutting. Seeds
can remain viable in the ground for many years. If the plant has
flowers or seeds, place the flowers and seeds in a heavy plastic
bag “head first” at the weeding site and transport to the disposal
site.
Bagging (also known as solarization) is a suitable technique for
plants with softer tissue. Use heavy black or clear plastic bags
(contractor grade), making sure that no parts of the plants poke
through. Allow the bags to sit in the sun for several weeks and on
dark pavement for the best effect.
Tarping and drying is another method that can be effective if done
correctly. Plant material should be piled on a sheet of plastic and
covered with a tarp, fastening the tarp to the ground and
monitoring it for escapes. Let the material dry for several weeks,
or until it is clearly non-viable.
On some properties, burying plant material may be an option. This is risky, but can be done with watchful diligence. Check with
me before trying this technique, as some species require fairly deep burial. Japanese knotweed, for example, must be buried at
depths of 2 metres. Other species, such as puncturevine, only require burial of 15-20 cm.
Probably the most commonly used disposal technique is composting. However, composting of invasive plants must be done
with extreme care. Some aggressive plants can take root in compost. Species such as knotweed, morning glory (bindweed),
sheep sorrel, ivy, several kinds of grasses, and many other plants can re-sprout from their roots or stems in the compost pile. Do
not compost any invasives unless you can be sure there is no viable (living) plant material left. Use one of the above techniques
to render the plants non-viable before composting. Keep this in mind as you dispose of the annual plants in your planters and
hanging baskets later this fall. Improper disposal of garden waste can result in undesirable ornamental plants moving into
natural areas or parks adjacent to your property.
Closely examine plants before composting and avoid composting seeds. The majority of composting practices and processes
often do not reach and maintain the temperatures needed to assure the destruction of all viable seeds; this is particularly the
case with backyard composts. A study by Agriculture Canada indicated that some species of weeds, including wild mustard and
stork’s-bill, were killed early in the composting process, with the temperature held at just 39 degrees Celsius for a week – a fairly
low temperature for compost piles, which should be generating temperatures of 55-60 degrees Celsius. However, a graduate
student in Washington illustrated that temperatures in excess of 100 degrees Celsius were required to effectively destroy the
seeds of Dalmatian toadflax.
Or better yet, any mature invasive plants with seeds should be carefully bagged or loaded into the back of a truck (covered with
a tarp or canopy), and disposed of at the landfill. Be sure to inform the landfill operator that you have invasive plants and not
simply yard waste, to ensure that your weeds are disposed of in the proper location. And if you have curbside pick up, do not
include any invasive plants with your yard waste.
For further information on invasive species go to our website: www.oasiss.ca or contact the Program Coordinator for the
Okanagan-Similkameen, Lisa Scott, at 250-404-0115 or email her at oasiss@shaw.ca

IT’S INVASIVE SPECIES WEEK!
The Okanagan Similkameen Invasive Species Society has lots of events planned for you to increase your knowledge –
go to their website at www.oasiss.ca for details!

The Irrigation Industry Association of British Columbia is offering a CIT – Agriculture Irrigation Technician course on
18-19 June 2014 in Summerland BC at the Summerland Research Station. This course is being sponsored by the
Okanagan Basin Water Board and the BC Ministry of Agriculture.
Okanagan irrigation businesses and farmers or growers are eligible for a $100 subsidy off the course cost at the
time of registration. The regular course cost is $200 for IIABC members or $230 for non-members (Agricultural
Irrigation Technician Manual and lunch included in the fee). Experience in Agriculture Irrigation Systems is not
necessary, but preferred for the course.
Course Instructor:

Andrew Peterson, BC Ministry of Agriculture (Kamloops)

Topics Covered:
 Agricultural systems and soils, crops and climate
 Principles of hydraulics
 Back-flow prevention
 System maintenance on both sprinkler and drip
systems





Agriculture
irrigation
system
operational
troubleshooting
Electrical and controller troubleshooting
Learn how to schedule these systems based on
soils, crops, and climate data

There is an optional Certification CIT-Ag Exam available; however, IIABC membership is required. The exam is
an additional $100 + GST, but there are now no exam pre-requisites for the CIT-Ag Exam.
To register, go to www.irrigationbc.com or contact the IIABC office by phone at (604) 859-8222 or by e-mail
at karen@irrigationbc.com
Excerpt from “Notice to Membership” dated 27 May 2014 by Stan Vander Waal
(BCAC Chair)
Update on Bill 24 (ALC/ALR)
Today the Liberal Government moved to limit debate on Bill 24 and with a majority,
it is likely the Bill will be passed….While we did not achieve all of the changes to
Bill 24 that we requested, we were successful in:






A return to proactive and centralised provincial administration of all ALR applications by the ALC
Reinstatement of the ALC’s provincial panel to proactively adjudicate application for reasons of provincial
significance and/or substantive impact in more than one region
Applying a descending order of priority to the new factors (Section 4.3) to ensure that the ALC remains
accountable and committed to its purpose to preserve agricultural land and encourage farming on
agricultural land as per Section 6 of the Agricultural Land Act
Commitment by government to actively engage the BCAC and other key stakeholders in the development
of all regulations and practices relating to Bill 24
Commitment to work with the BCAC and other key stakeholders to explore the feasibility and implications
of government adopting a “net benefit to agriculture” policy as it relates to decisions surrounding the
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR)

Government will now focus on developing the regulations needed for the new legislation. Minister Letnick
committed to…work through with key stakeholders, including farmers and ranchers,…to develop these regulations.
The regulations will give direction to the ALC and the Regional Panels. BCAC will be working with the Minister to
ensure the long-term protection of farm land throughout the province and provide bon-a-fide farmers with the tools
and flexibility to be competitive, sustainable, and meet consumer demands.

Potential Agassiz Winery for Sale
$2,250,000
This property was originally settled in the earlier 1900’s
as a winery by the same family selling today. Lots of
potential for a variety of uses! A very well cared for
unique property featuring a heritage home built in 1912,
this 117 acre farm has half the property in the ALR and
ready to be farmed. The other half is forested hillside
with plateaus, zoned for resource management. Newer
custom-built 1800 sq ft barn/workshop on the main floor
with same sized loft area and over-height ceiling that
could be future living space. The barn boasts a 480 sq
ft commercial kitchen, 1200 sq ft lean-to, extra storage,
and a 600 sq ft greenhouse attached. The property
also has a store/cabin with covered porch on 2 sides
and a 600 sq ft pergola with covered roof. There is
potential for hillside development and subdivision,
possible winery, organic farming, variety of cash crops,
agri-tourism, and much more.
For a virtual tour with more information and pictures
go to: http://www.5493limbert.com
For further information or to purchase, please contact
Kevin Rolland by e-mail at kevin@kevinrolland.com or
by phone at (604) 859-3141

BC VINEYARD SURVEY 2014
This survey can be printed and sent in by post to Mt Kobau Wine Services at 4816 Highway 97, Oliver, BC, V0H 1T1
or completed online at http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/2014survey/

Please copy and complete a separate survey for each vineyard you own or lease.
Winery (if applicable):
Vineyard Name (if applicable):
Vineyard Address:
Surname(s):

First Name(s):

Your Mailing Address:
Phone Number:
E-mail:
Website:

_ (no need to complete numbers below)
Will you be recording numbers in ACRES _ or HECTARES _?
NO CHANGES since 2011 acreage survey:

(Please use GIS acreage numbers if available).

Varieties and acres planted in 2010 or before (no need to separate into years):

Varieties and acres planted in 2011:

Varieties and acres planted in 2012:

Varieties and acres planted in 2013:

Varieties and acres planted or will be planting in 2014:



Will you be planting more grapes in 2015?
Wine Grape Varieties

Acreage

_YES _NO (If so, please estimate acreage)
Table Grape Varieties

Acreage

