News & Updates!
July 2013
The BC Grapegrowers’ Association invites you to
their second annual

14 SEPTEMBER 2013
To know a good wine is to know a great grapegrower!

Date:
Place:
Time:

Saturday, 14 September 2013
Thee Vineglass Vineyard, Sumac Road, Cawston, BC
4pm until the music fades

The fine wines of British Columbia are crafted from quality
grapes nurtured with great pride by our grapegrowers. Join
the grapegrowers to celebrate their season in the vineyard!
There’ll be music, dinner, dancing, door prizes, wine tasting,
networking with fellow growers, and much more!

Bring some wine from your cellar to share with others
Bus transportation is available
On-site overnight camping available for those who’d like to stay
Enjoy a dip in the pool and a soak in the hot tub

A magical September
Similkameen evening!

Watch our website for details, registration, and tickets – www.grapegrowers.bc.ca
Phone: 1-877-762-4652 E-mail: bcga@hethop.net
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BCGA Directors & Administration
Back Row: Roger Hol, Manfred Freese, Nathan Goltz, Charlie Baessler, Ed Thibault
Front Row: Connie Bielert, Marc Beaudry, Bill Collings, Ed Schiller, Renee Martin
Charlie Baessler

Corcelettes Estate Winery & Vineyard

250-535-1909

Marc Beaudry (vice president)

Denmarc Vineyard

250-487-7481

Bill Collings

Sumac Slope Vineyard

250-497-8649

Manfred Freese (president)

Sun Ridge Vineyard

250-495-4124

Nathan Goltz

Tainted Toes Vineyard/R&N Management

250-485-7399

Roger Hol

Thee Vineglass Vineyard

250-499-2235

Renee Martin (past president)

The Terraces

250-473-7002

Ed Schiller

Quail Estates

250-860-4061

Ed Thibault (treasurer)

Coyote Ridge Vineyards

250-494-1811

Connie Bielert - BCGA Administration
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
Fax: 250-442-4076
E-mail: bcga@nethop.net

Despite the Extreme Rain Warnings issued
that morning, fifty-three grapegrowers turned
out with their full rain gear for the Canopy
Management Workshop on 20 June 2013. The
growers listened to presentations by Carl
Bogdanoff and Kevin Usher from PARC and
then broke into groups led by Nathan Goltz,
Charlie Baessler and Manfred Freese.
At the end of it all everyone was still all smiles
and commenting that it was well worth the cold
and wet.

The Okanagan-Similkameen Starling Control Program
needs your help!
The European starling – Sturnus vulgaris – has been ranked
among North America’s 100 most invasive species. Not only are
these birds one of the most damaging forces facing agriculture
today, they also are ecologically destructive, forcing native birds
from their nests and destroying their eggs.

Without ongoing trapping, the
starlings will experience a
resurgence to former destructive
numbers

The
trapping
program
reduces
populations of the worst culprits – the
juveniles – which tend to cause more
damage to tree fruits, berries & grapes.
The trapping program is effective in
capturing the feeding populations and
substantially reducing the damage they
cause to agriculture in the area

The Regional Districts now fund over 50% of the
program’s costs – a strong financial commitment
from all agricultural produces is necessary to
maintain these contributions. The onus is now on
all producers to assume more responsibility. If the
program can be maintained or expanded, we all
stand to benefit.

2013 CONTRIBUTORS
Platinum Sponsors ($5,000+)

Gold Sponsors ($1,000 - $4,999)

Your name could be here!!

Tinhorn Creek Vineyards Ltd (& Winery)
Silver Sponsors ($500 - $999)

Christopher Jentsch Fruit Company & Jentsch Vineyard

King Family Farms **
Bronze Sponsors ($101 - $499)

Black Hills Estate Winery

Cranston Hill Vineyard & Brix Enterprises

Hindson Vineyard **

Noble Ridge Vineyard & Winery

Chopaka Ridge Vineyards

Deep Roots Vineyards

K&V Vineyards

Sun Ridge Vineyard

Supporting Sponsors (up to $100)
Aurora Vineyard & Orchard

Eau Vivre Winery & Vineyards

Matheson Creek Farm

Redrows Vineyards

Boulder Beach Vineyard **

Erickson Vineyards

Munckhof Vineyards

Robert Hancock Orchard **

Compact Orchard Development Co

Eventus Vineyards

Munson’s View Vineyard

Roesler Vineyard

Dehart Road Vineyard

Fiume Vineyard

Paynter Family Vineyard

Sumac Slope Vineyard

Denmarc Vineyard

Hugh & Mary Vineyards

Pocaterra Vineyard & Guesthouse

The Terraces

Lindale Farm **

Raisin d’Être Vineyards

Thee Vineglass Vineyard Ltd Partnership

Dry Creek Vineyard (Mt Koubau)

** Our thanks to those who have contributed above and beyond the suggested $10/planted acre! **

If you don’t see your name here, please send in your contribution or donate online at
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donations.shtml

PUNCTUREVINE
ALERT
Submitted by Lisa Scott
Coordinator of the Okanagan & Similkameen
Invasive Species Society

The Okanagan and
Similkameen
Invasive Species
Society (OASISS) has
received a grant
from the Agriculture
Environmental
Initiative to conduct
a two-year research
project, beginning
this summer.
The aim of the
project is to identify
practical and costeffective options for
the management of
puncturevine and
longspine sandbur in
agricultural settings,
and effectively
engage producers to
adopt appropriate
techniques.
It is anticipated that
the results of this
research could be
applied on all land
bases where these
invaders occur,
including parks,
conservation areas
and roadsides.
Stay tuned!!

Now that the weather has assured us that summer really is here, one of the region’s highest priority species is thriving in
the heat. Puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris) is an invasive plant that has impacted our region’s tourism industry by
invading beaches and many popular biking routes. More recently it’s having an impact on our agricultural industry as it
moves into ground crops, orchards and vineyards.
Puncturevine is a summer annual that occupies territories on every continent, excluding Antarctica. Throughout the
world it is known by many names, including caltrop, goathead, Texas sandbur and ground bur-nut. The first North
America introduction occurred in the early 1900s spreading throughout the Americas, particularly in the western United
States. In Canada, puncturevine is known to occur only in the Okanagan and lower Similkameen valleys. It is most
prolific in the sandy soils around Oliver, Osoyoos and Keremeos, with isolated patches in Penticton, Summerland,
Kelowna and as far north as Vernon. Within the boundaries of the Okanagan-Similkameen Regional District,
puncturevine is classified as a regionally noxious plant and therefore must be controlled under the provincial Weed
Control Act. This one weed has caused significant impacts to several local municipalities, costing tens of thousands of
dollars every year to battle it.
Puncturevine forms dense mats along road shoulders, vacant lots, beaches and unpaved parking sites, its stems
reaching up to 10 feet (3 metres) in length. This annual is also making its way into agricultural lands, where it grows
between rows of ground crops such as strawberries, tomatoes and melons, or competes with newly planted grape
vines. The stems are covered by hairy leaves that are divided into six to eight leaflets. Tiny, yellow flowers first appear
in late spring or early summer, and spiny seedpods emerge a few weeks later. Each seedpod consists of 5 sections
that, at maturity, break into tack-like structures with sharp spines for which this weed is aptly named. These sharply
pointed seedpods stick painfully in bare feet and flatten bicycle tires, reducing the recreational potential of many areas.
Even light truck tires can be punctured by the seedpods. Flowering and seed production typically occurs from mid-June
to October.
In some western U.S. states, puncturevine is controlled by a stem weevil (Microlarinus lypriformis) and seed weevil (M.
lareynii), introduced from Italy as biocontrol agents in the 1960s. However, a release of the seed weevil in Osoyoos in
1986 proved unsuccessful, likely due to the insect perishing during the winter months. Efforts are currently underway to
reinvestigate this bioagent and determine if another attempt should be made to establish this weevil in BC.
Landowners are encouraged to learn to identify the plant and know how to control it. The best method of controlling
puncturevine is to prevent establishment by destroying the first plants found in an area before seeds begin to form.
Young puncturevine plants are easily controlled by hoeing, shallow tillage or by carefully hand-pulling plants. If
seedpods have not yet developed or are immature (small and green), the plants can be composted. If plants have
already matured and the seedpods have ripened (turned brown and easily fall off the plants), plants should be carefully
pulled and bagged, then taken to the local landfill. Tipping fees are waived for invasive plant disposal at all landfills
operated by the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen.
One of the greatest challenges this weed poses is its ability to germinate throughout the summer months; therefore, one
treatment at the beginning of summer is not enough. Landowners must be vigilant, checking puncturevine prone sites
approximately every three weeks, starting in June and continuing until September. New plants need to be continually
destroyed to ensure seeds do not form. It is also important for landowners to be able to recognize puncturevine at an
early stage of growth, as this is when it can most easily be controlled, as opposed to when it is large and seedpods
have matured.
Like most other weeds, puncturevine prefers areas of disturbed, bare ground. Landowners can help by not providing an
opportunity for weeds to grow, as well as by patrolling their properties in the summer and controlling any puncturevine
they discover. Areas of soil disturbance should be reduced and re-seeded immediately with a suitable dryland seed mix.
For further information on invasive species go to our NEW website: www.oasiss.ca or contact the Program Coordinator for the
Okanagan-Similkameen, Lisa Scott, at 250-404-0115 or email her at oasiss@shaw.ca

Production Insurance for Grapes in BC
Did you know??







Your crop and vine insurance policy protects you against nine different weather-related perils
BC Production Insurance is only one of two jurisdictions in North America to provide growers with vine loss
coverage (Agricorp in Ontario is the other)
Over 65% of BC’s wine growing acreage has some level of protection against weather related perils through
production Insurance
BC grape growers are the only growers in North America that can access coverage for newly planted vineyards
Production Insurance is based on a contract that allows for continuous coverage (provided you renew your annual
policy on time!) so that you are never without protection... 365 days a year!
BC’s Production Insurance premium rates are cost-shared by both the federal and provincial governments,
making your risk protection policy a great value!

DIRECTORS’ PROFILE
We’d like to introduce you to our Board of Directors over the next few newsletter issues.
This month, we’ve chosen our two newest directors who joined our Board this spring at the
Growers’ Day/AGM. Charlie and Nathan have a keen interest in member services,
particularly with regards to grower education. They have already proven to be valued
additions to the Board table, organising and taking a leadership role in this year’s Pruning
Workshop and Canopy Management Workshop, and have expressed their interest and ideas on a variety of topics.
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An introduction to the BCGA
Directors

An introduction to the BCGA
Directors

Nathan Goltz

Charlie Baessler

In 2012, Nathan introduced himself as a thirty-one year-old
fourth-generation farmer who grew up in Oliver on a twelveacre soft fruit/apple orchard. Over his life in Oliver, he
watched the changes from big old trees to high density apples
to the current grapes in holds now. After high school in Oliver,
Nathan attended Malaspina University in Nanaimo to study
Business, and then apprenticed under his dad, Robert Goltz –
Nathan currently owns and operates R&N Management with
him.
Eight years ago, he settled in Keremeos with his wife
Katerina. They currently own and operate a small ten-acre
plot of grapes in Cawston called Tainted Toes. Nathan says,
“This is an homage to my dad and the farmers before us who
walked the rows of dirt, often in bare feet, tending to the crops
and food that are produced for people in the valley.” Nathan
is the current Manager of Sandhill Estate Vineyard and
Burrowing Owl Vineyard Estate Vineyards in Oliver, as well as
Rocky Ridge and Vanessa Vineyards in Cawston.
Nathan says, “The BC Grapegrowers’ Association plays an
important role in the grape and wine industry, and I am
looking forward to actively working within the organisation to
find ways of furthering our industry.”

Charlie came to visit the Okanagan and Similkameen valleys
soon after completing his science degree from the University
of Lethbridge. He says, “I had other plans, but the vineyard
and wine industry never let me leave. I soon began what
would become my passion and plan for the long haul.”
Charlie grew up on farms of all types, and from that developed
a good sense of the benefits and hardships that go along with
farming. He is focussed on his family’s vineyard in Cawston,
and is working on the development of Corcelettes Winery on
that property. He also works full time at Burrowing Owl.
Why the interest in the BC Grapegrowers’ Association?
Charlie says, “I am committed to making my place in this
industry as both a grapegrower and a wine maker. I think it is
important to have a sense of structure and entity with the
growers’ community so that we are stronger and can work
together to decide on our industry’s needs through debate and
education.”

Family Farm Business Succession
Planning Workshops
Growing Forward 2 (a provincial-territorial initiative)
BCGA and BCFGA in cooperation with the BC Ministry of Agriculture

For most farm families, planning for succession is the toughest and most critical challenge they face. Yet succession
planning can also be a great opportunity to maximize opportunities and once the plan is finalized, there is the satisfaction
of knowing that the best effort has been made to meet the needs, goals and wishes of everyone involved.
Succession Planning takes more than a few days, in many cases it may take several years to finalize. There is a lot of
discussion and information gathering to be done and having some tools and insight into the process will help. To assist
you in tackling Succession Planning, we have designed a workshop that will provide a neutral environment to explore the
“need to do” list and provide feedback (consulting) from a lawyer and accountant.
At the end of the workshops, participants will have an understanding of a process that will assist them with information
gathering, goal setting as well as information on tax tools and issues, business arrangements, life interests, security,
methods of owning property, will planning and life insurance.
The schedule is:
9:00am
9:30 – 12:00
12:00 – 1:00
1:00 – 3:30

Registration (coffee & muffins)
Morning Session
Lunch (included in registration)
Afternoon Session

Cost:
$20/person for first 3 members of same family
$60/family for 4 or 5 members of same family
$80/family for 6 or 7 members of same family
$100/family for 8 or 10 members of same family

TWO SESSIONS PLANNED FOR THE MIDDLE OF AUGUST 2013 – PENTICTON AND OSOYOOS (specific dates and
locations to be determined).
To register or for more information, contact:

BC Grapegrowers’ Association

BC Fruit Growers’ Association

Connie Bielert

Elaine Miedema

Phone: 1-877-762-4652
E-mail: bcga@nethop.net

Phone: 1-800-619-9022, ext 21
E-mail: emiedema@bcfga.com

The BCGA would like to thank the following people and companies for their generous support of the upcoming
Celebration of Harvest on 14 September 2013 – we’re looking forward to a wonderful time!

5 yards of Superior Peat Vineyard Mix

Growers Supply Company Ltd
South Valley Sales
Quail Estates - Ed Schiller

Time for Lynn Lashuk & Sera Lean to help
with planning and organising the event
Advertising in Orchard & Vine magazine

Thee Vineglass Vineyard

The use of their facility

Orchard & Vine Magazine

Reduced cost for advertising

Dirty Laundry Vineyard & Winery

2 bottles of wine

The Vibrant Vine Winery

6 bottles of wine

Engage Agro/BASF

Bus transportation

Superior Peat Inc

Would you like to join this list of sponsors? Sponsorship opportunities are as varied and wide-ranging as your
imagination! Please contact Ed Schiller at (250) 860-4061 or eshille@shaw.ca

This space could be used by you… just think of the
audience you could have within the grapegrowing
industry for your products, services, and business!
Contact us at bcga@nethop.net for more details to
ensure your space is reserved in the next edition

