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It’s the beginning of a new year and it’s time to renew your membership with the
BCGA if you haven’t already done so. Renewing can be done in one of two ways:



CHEQUE – complete the attached membership form and send it with a
cheque for $150 addressed to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association to PO Box
42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
CREDIT – complete the form online and use your credit card with the
PayPal payment feature at www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/renew-membership

If you haven’t already received an invoice and need one for your accounting
department, contact us by e-mail at bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca or by phone at
1-877-762-4652.
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BCGA PRUNING
WORKSHOP
The pruning workshop on 10 January 2018 was well attended and many reported
that it was very educational and an enjoyable time of learning new skills and
information. Ralph Suremann and Graham O’Rourke presented pruning techniques
with a demonstration outside in the field and time for questions and answers. Carol
Reid from AgSafe was also there to give instruction on ergonomics and safety.

CONTACT US!
PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

THANK YOU SO MUCH!
We want to thank the exhibitors for their participation and everyone who contributed
door prizes for those attending – Dirty Laundry Vineyard, Gerard’s Equipment Ltd,
Growers Supply Company, Munckhof Manufacturing, Okanagan Viticulture
Services, and Zeller & Sons Enterprises Ltd. Many thanks are also extended to our
event sponsors and to Arterra & Troy Osborne for hosting us at the Inniskillin
Vineyard in Oliver!

The British Columbia government has made special provisions to help
producers suffering income declines in 2017.
This year has been a particularly challenging one for many producers
across the province. The challenges include disasters like winter freeze,
excessive moisture, and forest fires. The British Columbia AgriStability
Enhancement Program allows agricultural producers to enroll late and
without penalty into the existing AgriStability program as well as
increasing the compensation rate from 70% to 80% on the positive
margin loss. The Enhancement program also includes an increase of
program benefits for new and existing clients by eliminating the
Reference Margin Limit.
The deadline to apply is 30 April 2018. MNP specialists can assist you
in navigating this process.
MNP has a team of specialists dedicated to helping you maximize
access to relevant farm income programs, including AgriStability. Our
team draws on extensive research, long-term relationships with various
levels of government and a proprietary software program to help you
efficiently file applications, maximize your coverage and optimize your
use of funding.
Full details of the BC AgriStability program below:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agricultureseafood/programs/insurance-and-income-protection-programs/bcenhanced-agristability-program
http://www.agr.gc.ca/eng/?id=1313769997052
AgriStability is a cost-effective program designed to cover your entire
farm in the event of a disaster or temporary drop in income. The costs
of being involved in the program (including fees to prepare your
applications) are easily outweighed by the potential benefits for your
operation.
To learn more contact:

Geoff McIntyre, CPA, CA
Regional Leader, Food & Beverage
Manufacturing
250-979-2574
Geoff.mcintyre@mnp.ca

TRAPPER WANTED
North Okanagan Area
The Okanagan-Similkameen Starling Control Program is
looking for a contract trapper for the North
Okanagan/Shuswap area.
General duties: Maintain established trapping routes
year-round, repair traps as needed and scout new
locations. Training provided. Independent work, outdoors,
in all conditions.
Hours vary with the season, approximately 30+ hrs/ week
Supervision: Responsible to trapping supervisor
Equipment: Applicant must have their own truck
Remuneration: $25/hour plus expenses
To Apply, contact the BC Grapegrowers’ Association:
Phone: 1-877-762-4652 E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca

More information on the project:
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/starling-control-program
M-Trap – photo by Jessie Neuhauser, Kelowna, BC)

TO REGISTER, EMAIL
ken@okfert.com
debbie@okfert.com

OR CALL
1-800-361-4600

Drink BC Wine!
BCGA president, Mason Spink reacted quickly to the Alberta government boycott of BC wines, writing to the Premier, the
Minister of Agriculture and the MLA’s representing our members, encouraging them to negotiate an end to this dispute.
We encourage you to write you your MLA with your concerns... we’ve attached a copy of the letter from Mason below as a
sample. Contact information for your local MLA can be found here: www.leg.bc.ca/learn-about-us/members
The Honourable John Horgan, MLA, Premier of the Province of British Columbia
West Annex, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4
premier@gov.bc.ca
February 9, 2018
Dear Mr. Horgan,
I am writing to you on behalf of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association (BCGA) to convey our concerns regarding
Alberta’s announced boycott of British Columba wine. Our organization represents over 300 commercial grape growers
whose livelihoods depend on resolving this political battle.
For a decade, B.C. grape growers faced increasingly challenging times as the cost of land and farming that land in British
Columbia rose while the price of grapes remained stagnant. In 2013, however, we began to see grape prices rise and in the
last two years our members have finally begun to see financial gains; in 2016 BC benefitted from $55 million in sales of wine
grapes. Now, when the industry is growing and strengthening, is not the time to constrain or limit the markets for our end
products.
Alberta is the second biggest wine market for the industry, accounting for an estimated $72 million in sales annually. With
this channel removed it will significantly reduce wine sales and, in turn, reduce the market for our locally grown grapes. The
industry creates 12,000 full time jobs, many which will be negatively impacted by the significant loss of sales in Alberta as
well as tourism from our neighbouring province.
This dispute, resulting from a yet-to-be-determined industry decision should not be fought on the backs of our framers and
small businesses.
I urge you to seriously consider the points I have outlined and find a way to negotiate an end to this dispute as the
interprovincial trade war will hinder our industry.
Thank you for your time and I look forward to your reply.
Sincerely,
Mason Spink
President, BCGA

THE BUSINESS SIDE OF THE VINEYARD
Vineyard Yield Estimation
Do you struggle to estimate the volume of your crop each year? Do you have contract obligations that you
need to fill? At the BCGA, we get feedback from our members that crop estimation is one of the biggest
challenges for a grower. Washington State University published an very thorough article on the value of yield
estimation and formulas to achieve it.
It is worth the read.
Please go to their website at
http://www.vineyardteam.org/files/resources/Vineyard%20Yield%20Estimation-%20WSU.pdf If you’d prefer a
PDF or printed copy, please contact us by e-mail at bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca or by phone at 1-877-762-4652
Did you find this article useful? Would you attend a BCGA workshop on crop yield?
receive your feedback.

BCGA Growers’ Day & AGM
DATE:
PLACE:
TIME:
FOCUS:
COST:
REGISTER:

Thursday, 19 April 2018
Penticton Lakeside Resort
9:00am – 3:00pm
Wildfire, vineyard management, smoke taint
Members $15 / Non-members $30
E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
Phone: 1-877-762-4652

We’d love to

Botrytis & Air Blast Calibration
Workshop
DATE:
PLACE:

Thursday, 26 April 2018
Penticton

More details to follow!

More details to follow!

UPDATED MANUAL!
WorkSafe BC had just updated their safety manual, it now better reflects
vineyards and wineries and updated safety codes.
You can access the workbook on the WorkSafe BC website, here.
www.worksafebc.com/en/resources/health-safety/books-guides/health-and-safety-forwineries-vineyards?lang=en

PO Box 42, Grand Forks, British Columbia, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca

www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Pursuant to the bylaws of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association (see www.grapegrowers.bc.ca):
I/We do hereby apply for membership with the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association.
Primary Contact:
Name of Vineyard or
Company:
Mailing Address:
Vineyard Address:
Primary Telephone:

Alternate Phone:

Facsimile:

Mobile Phone:

Primary E-mail:

2nd E-mail:

Website:

Number of
Planted Acres:

The members of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association include Full Members and Associate Members (as defined below) who
shall have the rights and obligations attached to each class of membership.
A person who is a grapegrower is entitled to be a Full Member. “Grapegrower” means a person, partnership of persons, corporation or joint
venture that grows grapes on a commercial basis, either for that party’s or parties’ own use in processing of wine or for sale to third parties.

Any person who is not a grapegrower, but who has a vested interest in the British Columbia grape and wine industry by reason of that
person's involvement in and with that industry may apply to become an Associate Member.

I agree to uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws of the Association. ___________
(initial here)

I am applying for (check one):

_____ Full Membership

_____ Associate Membership

Check one of the following payment options:

_______ I enclose the annual membership fee of $150.00 with a cheque made to BC Grapegrowers’ Association
_______ I have made my payment online (www.grapegrowers.bc.ca) with the PayPal/Credit Card option

Dated: _______________________________

Signed: ____________________________________

Print Name: _________________________________
If the applicant is an incorporated company, a co-operative, or partnership, an authorised signing official should sign this form.

Please mail the application and annual fee to PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
(cheque made out to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association)

