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BCGA
PRUNING
WORKSHOP
The pruning workshop on 10 January 2017 was well attended and many
reported that it was very educational and an enjoyable time of learning new
skills and refining old ones. Ralph Suremann and Graham O’Rourke
presented pruning techniques with a demonstration outside in the field and
time for questions and answers. Carol Reid from AgSafe was also there to
give instruction on ergonomics and safety.
THANK YOU SO MUCH!
We want to thank the exhibitors for their participation and everyone who
contributed door prizes for those attending -- Electrocoup, Gerard’s
Equipment Ltd, Bench 1775 Winery, Red Rooster Winery, FelcoSwiss, and
Munckhof Manufacturing. Many thanks are also extended to our event
sponsors!
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR

CONTACT US!
PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

April 2017 – BCGA Growers’ Day-AGM
Late April – Bud Break & Fertilizing Workshop
Late June – Canopy & Irrigation Workshop
Late August – Contract Workshop
Details to come – watch the newsletter or go
online to www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

Groundwater Licensing
Requirements for BC Farms
& Vineyards

Maheen Scott, the Water Sustainability Coordinator at
Waterline Resources Inc reports that the deadline to
submit a ground water application to the Ministry of
Forests, Lands, and Natural Resources has been changed
to 31 December 2017, and the application fees have been
waived.
If you have any questions or need more
information, please contact Maheen by e-mail at
maheen.scott@waterineresources.com or by telephone at
1-844-585-0802.

Annual Horticultural Show
Date: 21 February 2017
Time: 8am – 4pm
Place: Oliver Community Centre
6359 Park Drive, Oliver, BC
Price: Free (includes continental breakfast and luncheon)
Theme: “From Grapes to Ground Crops”
Agenda: http://www.growers-supply-co.com/downloads/2017_hort_agenda.pdf
For more information, contact
Christine Bruneau by e-mail cbreaneau@bctree.com
or by telephone 250-328-5393
PAC Points available

Be sure to drop by the BCGA booth for a
chat and visit!

06-07 March 2017 at the Hyatt Regency Calgary, AB
Capitalize on your opportunities and reap the benefits of
success! This conference could change your life. Early
bird and group rates are available now.
 LISTEN to women from agriculture and related
businesses as they reveal secrets to their success
and share what they’ve learned along the way
 NETWORK – make connections to women in the
industry for friendship, synergy, and support
 LEARN new skills for personal growth in business,
family, and community
 GROW into the person you have the potential to
be!
Register today! Visit their website at
http://www.advancingwomenconference.ca
or phone (403) 686-8407

You’re Invited to the Spring Agronomy Meetings
 22 Feb 2017 9:30am-3:30pm – Kelowna at the
Ramada Hotel & Conference Centre
 23 Feb 2017 9:30am-3:30pm – Nk’Mip Canyon
Desert Golf Course
Lunch will be provided
Speakers include:
 Ken Clancy (Okanagan Fertilizer) – Business
update, new fertilizers & chemicals, overview of
pricing for 2017
 Jack Kraus (NitriAg USA) – how to maximize fruit
yield, health, and quality with fertilizers
 Chantal Keely (Farm Credit Canada) – financing
options available through Okanagan Fertilizer
 Michael Boot (Engage Agro) – overview on new
fungicides
Registration is required – e-mail Ken Clancy at
ken@okfert.com or telephone him at 1-800-361-4600

We are seeking corporate and small business sponsors for BCGA workshops,
events, and educational opportunities from people who are involved in grapegrowing
industry in this province. If you are interested, please contact us by e-mail at
bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca or by phone at 1-877-762-4652

BC Wine Grape Council
Health & Safety Committee
presents

Pesticide Management
Workshop

Project Summary
Many of our Seasonal Agricultural Workers are Spanish or Punjabi
speaking and have little opportunity to acquire basic English skills.
Those who do have some speaking ability often find that they do not
have the written English capability necessary for standard workplace
communication.
The Growing English project offers seasonal workers access to
English via learning conversation classes and literacy assistance
specifically designed for agricultural contexts. Classes take place on
the farm, minimizing potential impacts on profit/productivity for
employers and maximizing educational opportunities for participants.

Date: Tuesday, 14 March 2017 (9a-12p)
Place: Summerland Research & Development Centre
main conference room
Cost: Free
PAC POINTS ARE ASSIGNED
SPEAKERS




Funding
The Growing English project is funded and operated via the Living
Language Institute Foundation, a registered charitable organization
(http://livinglanguageinstitute.org).

Fees:
Employers - $15.00 annual membership fee
Participants - $10.00/month for 10 lessons per month








Expressions of Interest:
We are launching Growing English as a pilot project this summer. If
your business is interested in participating or if you want more
information, please contact Jenny Freeman by e-mail at
foramigas@gmail.com

Well Water Registration Workshop
Register Now!
Date: Thursday, 02 March 2017
Place: Okanagan College, Penticton Campus
Cost: Free
The government fee of $250 for registering your well
is waived if you register before 31 December 2017.
To attend, register with the
BC Fruit Growers’
Association office before
22 February 2017 to reserve
your space
Phone: 250-762-5226 ext4
E-mail: glucas@bcfga.com

José Ramón Úrbez Torres, AAFC Summerland - Investigating
control strategies against Grapevine Trunk Disease in BC
Laura Feeny, PMRA – pesticide registration updates
Susanna Acheampong, BC Ministry of Agriculture – insect and
insecticide updates
Gayle Jesperson, BC Ministry of Agriculture – disease and
fungicide updates
Steve Marino, WorkSafe BC – BC WorkSafe re-entry intervals
Tom Lowery, AAFC Summerland – implementing an integrated pest
management program to reduce pests
Carol Reid, AGSAFE – on farm safety
Katrina Lehenbauer, PMRA (Masters Practicum Student) –
facilitators and barriers to reading pesticide labels
Ken Sapsford, BC Ministry of Agriculture (Pesticide Specialist) –
vineyard weeds and herbicide updates

To register, contact Kate Durisek by phone at 250-809-7107 or by
e-mail at info@bcwgc.org
Bring your respirator for on-site fit testing!

BENEFITS OF BCGA
MEMBERSHIP


Discounted rates for workshops and
annual Grower Day



Special events for members only



Access to Independent Grower Crop
Price reports and other information
(where growers get an idea of what to
charge for their grapes next year)



Free subscriptions to trade magazines
o Orchards & Vines ($42 value)
o Canadian Grape to Wine
($10 value)

o

What does the BCGA do for you, the grower?





Fruit Growers ($40 value)



Advertising opportunities



$100 fee waived for
Agricultural Worker Program



Reduced rates (half-price) for the BC
Farm ID card from the government
o Access to coloured fuel
o Farmer-only tax benefits
o Insurance discounts
o Exclusive offers from associated
businesses

Seasonal





We strive to build a strong and involved organization to
support grapegrowers in British Columbia
We provide educational workshops, newsletters and a
website to inform grapegrowers about viticultural and
IPM practices, price and acreage statistics, and how to
best market grapes
Building strong relationships with internal and external
industry stakeholders and cooperate with governments
at all levels, wineries, wine & grape growing related
industries, and other horticultural organizations on
issues such as:
 taxation [farm assessments]
 pest control, water/drought management
 environmental farm practices
 rural/urban and ALR issues
 the seasonal workers’ program and minimum
wage review
 BC Agriculture Council programs and the Interior
Horticulture Sector
Work towards stable and profitable markets for British
Columbia grapes and wine
Develop and implement generic marketing programs to
ensure the full utilization of the fresh market grape crop
We administer the Okanagan-Similkameen Starling
Control Program – the BCGA looks after day-to-day
operations as well as being the legal entity that handles
the finances and management of the program

How to become a member
Becoming a member or renewing your membership with the
BCGA is easy. Let us know if you have any suggestions as
to how the BCGA can better meet your needs and provide
representation for you in the grapegrowing industry of this
province.
 Complete a membership form and remit your
membership fee of $150 to us by post
 Do
it
all
online
on
our
website
at
www.grapegrowers.bc.ca using a credit card with the
PayPal payment feature

Weed Management 101
Lisa Scott
Do not underestimate the competitive effects of
weeds – aka invasive plants - in the vineyard. Lack
of sufficient weed control is one of the major causes
of reduced productivity and profitability in the early
stages of vineyard establishment. Weeds can
compete with grapevines for water, nutrients and
sunlight. Competition for water is especially critical
during vineyard establishment. As well, these
unwanted plants serve as an excellent host for
insect pests and fungal pathogens. Weed control in
vineyards enhances the establishment of newly
planted vines and improves the growth and yield of
established vines.
Before new vines are planted, a management
program for invasive plants should be initiated. This
is particularly important if perennial plants are
present. Competition from weeds is most severe
during the first few years after planting in areas
where vine root growth is limited due to shallow or
compacted soil. Weeds growing around the trunk
compete directly with vine growth and provide a
good habitat for field mice or voles, which can girdle
and kill young vines. Additionally, weeds that have
dried out can become a serious fire hazard.
Puncturevine on the edge of a vineyard

When it comes to developing a management plan,
there are six steps that should be considered:

1.
Know thine enemy – it’s important to know
what species you are dealing with and have a clear
understanding of the lifecycle and biology of each invasive plant. This will help you decide the most suitable control
options. A shallow rooted annual such as puncturevine will be managed differently from a creeping rooted perennial
such as bindweed.
2. Map and inventory the area – conduct an inspection of your vineyard and record the locations of all the invasive plants
on a map. Be as precise as possible and update your inventory periodically. Consider mapping areas of bare soil as
well; these areas are highly prone to invasion by weeds and should be seeded if possible.
3. Identify vectors of spread – consider the various pathways that weeds may be moved around the vineyard, including
vehicles, machinery, equipment and bins. Imported topsoil, mulch, compost and gravel can also bring unwanted weed
seeds onto your property, so be sure to check sources beforehand.
4. Set goals and objectives – it’s important to write down some overall goals and objectives for the weed management of
your vineyard. This will keep you focused on the end result and assist in monitoring the effectiveness of your plan.
You may need to prioritize species and/or areas.
5. Develop a plan based on an integrated approach – based on all the information gathered, a plan should be developed
that considers a variety of strategies including prevention, physical control, cultural control, biological control and
chemical treatment. Using a single management practice will not result in effective weed management.
6. Develop a monitoring program – it is essential for overall success that you assess the effectiveness of your
management strategies. Good monitoring will help you decide if your strategy is succeeding or needs to be modified.
For further information on invasive species go to our website: www.oasiss.ca
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/invasivespeciessociety or contact the Program Coordinator for the Okanagan-Similkameen,
Lisa Scott, at 250-404-0115 or oasiss@shaw.ca

Evening with Invasives
You’re invited to attend our talk
on 23 February 2017 at 6pm at
the Vernon Campus in room
D333.
There will be presentations from
Tyrion Miskell about the BCGA
Starling
Control
Program,
Jason
Webster,
fisheries
biologist, on presenting invasive
fish and shrimp in the region,
and Tara Diebolt of the
Invasive
Species
Council
presenting on knotweed.
Refreshments are provided

