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NEW ADMINISTRATOR
FOR THE BCGA
We would like to welcome Tyrion Miskell as the
new Administrator/Program Manager for the BC
Grapegrowers’ Association. Tyrion has 20 years
of non-profit experience. She has worked as the
administrator for the Agur Lake Camp Society
and as the sales coordinator at Café Etico and
Café Justicia. She is eager to learn about the
wine and grape industry, and is looking forward
to working with you.
Tyrion can be reached quickly by e-mail at
bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca, by toll free telephone at
1-877-762-4652.

Pg 5 – Bud Hardiness

Thank You, Louise!

Pg 6-9 – Growing Degree Days

We want to thank Louise for all of her work with the
BCGA over the past year – we’re grateful for her
dedication in all she did for us!
Louise Corbeil is retiring, and wishes to thank everyone
for their support over the years. “It has been a pleasure
and a privilege to serve the industry – I will truly miss
working with growers and wineries alike.”

CONTACT US!
PO Box 42, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H0
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652
E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
Website: www.grapegrowers.bc.ca
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We wish you a very
happy holiday
season, and a healthy
and prosperous 2017!

Grape Powdery Mildew App Goes Global
16 November 2016 – Grapegrowers and winemakers
around the world will be able to easily assess powdery
mildew in the field with the help of a mobile application that
has just been released globally.The PMapp, which supports
decisions about grape quality, has been developed by the
University of Adelaide in close collaboration with the
Australian grape and wine sector, and supported by Wine
Australia.
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http://phys.org/news/2015-02-powdery-mildew-grapes.html

The PMapp is a simple tool that facilitates efficient
assessment and recording of the severity and incidence of
powdery mildew. It allows assessors to enter disease data
quickly in the vineyard, e-mail the results, and then analyze
the resulting spreadsheet that records GPS coordinates and
other details of the assessment. There is also a suite of
online resources to support PMapp. This can be used to
train or increase the skills of wine sector personnel and
students to recognize powdery mildew symptoms and
estimate disease severity. The PMapp is now available on
Apple’s App Store or Google Play.

Adolph “Fritz” Kruger passed away on 20 November 2016 at the age of 85. He
immigrated to Canada with his brother in 1951. In 1984, he and his sons
purchased a ten-acre parcel of land in Okanagan Falls and Wild Goose
Vineyards was established. He lobbied the government to change winery
licensing and, in 1990, Wild Goose Winery was licensed as BC’s first farmgate
to grow, produce, and bottle on site! He also played a major role in the
formation of the BC Wine Institute, wine standards, and the VQA program.
Adolf was inducted into the BC Wine Museum and won the BC Wine Industry
Founders Award in 2006. Please raise a beer and a schnapps to a pioneer,
builder, intellect, father, and loving and caring family man!

Daniel (Denny) Dubik passed away on 17 November 2016 at the age of 77. Born and
raised in Kelowna, Denny lived his entire life on the family vineyard, Pioneer
Vineyards. He was a pioneer of the BC wine and grape industry. Future generations
will reap the benefit of his lifelong quest to grow the best grapes and produce the best
wines possible.

Brown Marmorated Stink
Bug in Penticton
Look out for these
pests and report
any sightings to
the BC Ministry of
Agriculture
Note white bands
on antennae

The brown marmorated stink but (BMSB) was detected for the first
time in Interior BC in the Penticton area in 2016. A small population
was found on chokecherries along the Penticton Canal in May.
Monitoring by Ministry of Agriculture staff throughout the summer
and fall confirmed that this was an established population, since both
adults and nymphs (immature stages) were found. In Costal BC,
BMSB adults and nymphs were detected in Chilliwack, Kitsilano, and
Rosedale in 2016.

Western conifer seed bug has a
slender body, no white bands on
antennae, and leaf-like
expansions on back legs

Brown marmorated stick bugs are native to Asia, and were first
identified in North America in Pennsylvania in 2001. They’re present
throughout the mid-Atlantic States, California, Oregon, and
Washington. They are excellent hitchhikers and can be moved in
shipping containers, wood, wood packing material, cargo, and
vehicles. The adult is brown, shield-shaped, 13-17 mm long (about
the size of a dime), and can be distinguished from other native stink
bugs by the presence of distinctive white bands on the antennae.
People easily confuse them with western conifer seed bugs which are slender and have leaf-like expansions on their
back legs.
It is a serious pest that feeds on more than 100 different plant species, including tree fruits, berries, grapes,
vegetables, and ornamental plants. Both adults and nymphs feed by inserting their needle-like mouthparts into the
flesh of fruit or vegetables. Damaged grapes are more susceptible to other insect pests and diseases. BMSB can be
a contamination issue in grapes and a problem for winemakers, as it only takes a few at crush to taint wine. It is also a
nuisance to homeowners as the adults aggregate on and in buildings while seeking warm overwintering sites.
Please send pictures or samples of suspect stink bugs to Susanna Acheampong (entomologist for BC Ministry of
Agriculture) – by e-mail to susanna.acheampong@gov.bc.ca, by phone (250) 861-7681, or by post to
200 – 1690 Powick Road, Kelowna, BC, V1X 7G5. For additional information, visit these websites:
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/farming-natural-resources-and-industry/agriculture-and-seafood/animal-andcrops/plant-health/bmsb_alert.pdf and http://www.stopbmsb.org/

Integrated Environment Plant

Management Association of
Western Canada Annual
Conference
06-07 March 2017 at the Hyatt Regency Calgary, AB
Capitalize on your opportunities and reap the benefits of
success! This conference could change your life. Early
bird and group rates are available now.
 LISTEN to women from agriculture and related
businesses as they reveal secrets to their
success and share what they’ve learned along
the way
 NETWORK – make connections to women in
the industry for friendship, synergy, and support
 LEARN new skills for personal growth in
business, family, and community
 GROW into the person you have the potential to
be!
Register today! Visit their website at
http://www.advancingwomenconference.ca
or phone (403) 686-8407

26-27 January 2017 in
Kelowna, BC
An educational and informational event, this will offer you
face-to-face contact with quality speakers on a wide range
of topics. Expanding your knowledge will enable you to be
a better problem solver and will help you to understand and
choose best practices for the proper plant and pest
management of turf grass, ornamentals and trees. Keynote
speakers include:
 François Tardiff – professor in the department of plant
agriculture, University of Guelph, whose research
focuses on weed management and weed biology in
field crops & turf, with an emphasis on understanding
herbicide resistance in weeds
 Chris (Christine) Fulkerth – plant science instructor in
the School of Agribusiness, Land & Fashion at Olds
College, who is interested in plants and pests
To register, go to CLICK HERE or e-mail Paul Vestin at

iepmawc@gmail.com

BCGA Pruning Workshop
10 January 2017 – 9:30am-2:00pm

Winemakers and vineyards can now register with
AgSafe to access their services and resources
To become a member, go to their website at
www.agsafebc.ca or click AgSafe Membership
Registration and complete their membership form

Red Rooster Winery
891 Naramata Road, Penticton, BC, V2A 8T5

PREPARE FOR THESE UPCOMING
BCGA WORKSHOPS
(details to be announced)
Bud Break and Fertilizing Workshop – late April
Canopy & Irrigation Workshop – late June
Contract Workshop – late August

Cost: $15/members or $30/non-members
Includes workshop, handouts, and lunch from Bognor’s
Registration is limited – get your name on our list now!
 BCGA website at www.grapegrowers.bc.ca
 E-mail: bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca
 Phone: 1-877-762-4652
There are indoor instructions and outdoor demonstrations –
dress warmly for the weather!

We are seeking corporate and small business sponsors for BCGA workshops,
events, and educational opportunities from people who are involved in grapegrowing
industry in this province. If you are interested, please contact us by e-mail at
bcga@grapegrowers.bc.ca or by phone at 1-877-762-4652

BC Wine Grape Council Research & Development Committee
presents a free

TRACEABILITY WORKSHOP
DATE:
PLACE:
COST:
SPEAKER:
TOPICS:

REASON

REGISTRATION:

Wednesday, 18 January 2017 (9:30am – 11:30am)
Okanagan College, Penticton Campus, Room PC199
FREE!
Karine Lawrence – SFQ Trainer and HASCCP Professional, Sirocco Consulting
 Product, raw material, packaging, coding, and traceability under Hazard Analysis Critical
Control Point (HACCP) standards for FSEP, CVA’s Wine Secure, and SQF
 Traceability in the context of HACCP/global food safety
 Recall requirements and conducting mock recalls
Why this workshop is important to your business:
Regulatory changes introduced under the Public Health Act were updated to enhance food
safety in BC’s food processing industry. These sections require food processors to develop,
maintain, and follow written Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) based food safety
and sanitation plans and have them in place and approved by an environmental health officer
by 26 March 2016.
Through Growing Forward 2, there is now funding available for food processors to enhance
their Food Safety and Traceability programs. For more information on this initiative, you can
visit www.agr.gc.ca/growingforward2
KATE DURISEK – phone (250) 809-7107 or e-mail info@bcwgc.org

