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MARK YOUR CALENDER!
CONFERENCES
 The Unified Wine & Grape Symposium is
being held on 28-30 January 2014 at the
Sacramento
Convention
Centre
in
Sacramento, CA – for registration and
details, please see their website at
http://www.unifiedsymposium.org/


As we move toward the close of another year,
we wanted to wish all of our members,
associates, and supporters a very happy
holiday season!
It has been another
interesting year, full of challenges, learning,
forming new relationships, and celebration,
and we’re grateful to have been a part of it
with you.
We look forward to the year ahead, as we
work together to make the grapegrowing
industry in this province the best it has ever
been!

Washington
Association
of
Wine
Grapegrowers – their annual meeting and
convention is happening on 05-07 February
2014 at the Three Rivers Convention Centre
in Kennewick, WA. For more details, please
see http://www.wawgg.org/index.php?page_id=38
They are also having a trade show in the
Toyota Centre on 05-07 February 2014 in
Kennewick for those who are in the area at
that time

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & GROWER DAY
 The BCGA AGM-Grower Day will be held on
Friday 04 April 2014 at Linden Gardens in
Kaleden – be sure to save this date on your
calendar and watch the newsletters and
BCGA website for more details!

BEST WISHES OF THE SEASON FROM
THE BCGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Charlie Baessler, Marc Beaudry (Vice President), Bill
Collings, Manfred Freese (President), Nathan Goltz, Roger
Hol, Renee Martin (Past President), Ed Schiller, and Ed
Thibault (Treasurer)

It’s that time of year again! Beat the rush of
things that crowd your schedule in the new year
and take a minute to renew your BCGA membership.
You can do it in one of two ways:
Renew online using your credit card with the
PayPal payment feature at
http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/membership.shtml
OR
Print out the membership form at the end of this
newsletter & send it with your cheque by post to
451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H9

STARLING CONTROL
TRAPPING PROGRAM

Very often it’s the people behind the scenes who play such an important part
in the success of the trapping program that get forgotten. The trappers rely
completely on the generosity and support of many producers and packers who
provide the year round supply of fruit used for bait to attract the birds into the
traps. We wish to thank the BC Tree Fruit Cooperative and all of the
packinghouse staff who are always so friendly and helpful with the trappers
providing much of the fruit used for trapping starlings. In addition we wish to
thank the following producers and independent packers who offer fruit and, in
many cases, access to cold storage.
Thank you also, to anyone we missed on this list – we really appreciate your help!
Jose Barata – Osoyoos
Sid Sidhu, Turtle Mtn Vineyards, Vernon
Roger Bailey, Kalwood Farms, Silver Creek
Tom Fernandez, Osoyoos
Tony Demello, Lual Orchards, Osoyoos
Khela Orchards, Oliver
Rick Machial, Sunshine Fruit Packers, Oliver
Sukhi Orchards, Oliver
Chris & Greg Norton, Okanagan Harvest, Oliver

We also want to thank our intrepid trappers for all their hard work!
Chris Blythe – North Okanagan
Don Marshall – Central Okanagan
Tom Dellamater – Summerland, Penticton, Naramata, OK Falls
Joanne Bray – Oliver, Osoyoos
Lenny Barata - Similkameen

Notice to Coloured Fuel Sellers & Farms Carbon Tax Exemption
Carbon Tax Act
Excerpt taken from Notice 2013-020
Further information available from the BC Government toll free at 1-877-388-4440 or by e-mail at ctctaxquestions@gov.bc.ca

Effective 01 January 2014, farmers may purchase coloured gasoline and coloured diesel for the following authorised uses
exempt from carbon tax (currently exempt from motor fuel tax):

Operating a ship

Operating a tractor when used on other than a highway

Operating an industrial machine when used on other than a highway

Operating a stationary engine or portable engine

Operating a tractor when used on a highway by on behalf of a farmer for the purposes of the farmer’s farm

Operating a farm truck being used by a farmer or other person in the operation of the farm

Operating a motor vehicle that is not licensed to operate on a highway when used on other than a highway

Operating a tractor, an industrial machine or road building machine, or a motor vehicle not licensed to operate on a
highway, when proceeding to or returning from a location where the use of the fuel in the tractor, machine, or motor
vehicle is otherwise authorised.
Industrial machines include bulldozers, backhoes, front-end loaders, shovels, grass mowers, forklifts, and any machine
equipped with caterpillar tracks.
To claim a carbon tax exemption for coloured fuel purchases on or after 01 January 2014, you must provide the following
documentation to your fuel supplier at or before the time of sale:

A copy of your current (not expired) farmers BC Farmer Identity Card or a completed and signed Certificate of
Exemption – Farmer (FIN 458) and

If fuel is purchased through a cardlock system on your account, a completed Coloured Fuel Account Certification (FIN
438)
If your fuel supplier currently has this information on file to support the motor fuel tax exemption, you are not required to update
the information unless something has changed.
If you pay carbon tax on coloured fuel purchases on or after 01 January 2014, you may apply for a refund by completing an
Application for Refund of Carbon Tax – Purchaser of Fuel (FIN 108)

ATTENTION PRODUCERS
Producers who are enrolled in the AgriStability program, please note:
The final deadline to submit your 2012 AgriStability/AgriInvest Harmonised form (with penalty) is 31 December
2013. The penalty for late filing AgriStability is $500.00 per month to a maximum of $1500.00
PLEASE NOTE
A late filing penalty will only be applied if a 2012 benefit is issued. If no benefit is received, the penalty will not be
charged to your account.
Producers who miss the 31 December 2013 deadline will not be eligible for a benefit in the 2012 program year.
If you have any questions, please contact AgriStability at 1-877-343-2767 and speak to your regional customer
service representative. Their website is www.agf.gov.bc.ca/agristability.

NOTE OF
THANKS!
Now that’s progressive technology!
(www.theurbangrocer.com)

The BCGA Board of
Directors would like to
sincerely thank Jim & Chris
Wyse at Burrowing Owl
Vineyard for the use of
their meeting room for the
last two BCGA Board
meetings

ANNOUNCEMENT
The BC Wine Authority has updated its website at www.bcvqa.ca . It includes the Wine Grapegrowers’
Application form and Rules
You can contact them for more information by e-mail at info@bcvqa.ca, visit them at 999 Westminister Ave
West, Penticton, BC, V2A 8S2, or by telephone toll free at 1-877-499-2872.

VITICULTURE TRAINING PROJECT

“It is vital to the
future of the
industry that
students
understand how an
individual wine
emerges through
the particular mix
of the varietal (the
grape), the vintage
(the year), the
region where the
grape is grown
(also known as the
terroir) and the
producer itself (the
winemaker).”
(quotation taken from Okanagan College’s
press release at
http://www.okanagan.bc.ca/Campus_and_Co
mmunity/employees/publicaffairs/news.html?
BlogEntryID=34185)

The BC Wine Grape Council has been successful in obtaining
funding through a Labour Market Partnership with the province
to move forward with a Viticulture Human Resources and
Training Project. This project essentially has two objectives:
1. Develop a complementary Viticulture Program
 Training Program development
 Document industry support
2. HR Strategy Implementation – Branding, Awareness,
Attraction, and Recruitment
 Create industry outreach and awareness
 Develop and implement a Human Resources
(HR) communication strategy
 Make an HR Toolkit
They hope to write a complete curriculum for a diploma
program in Viticulture with a multi-year, flexible delivery
program and partner with the Okanagan College that will
provide graduates with a recognised diploma. Already, a
chairperson and project manager have been hired and the
project will progress over the next twelve months.

NEW WINE SENSORY LAB AT OKANAGAN COLLEGE
IN PENTICTON
Okanagan College is already on its way to establishing a new
sensory lab, thanks to a $300,000 donation from the BC Wine
Information Society (that operates the BC VQA Wine
Information Centre in Penticton) – the bulk of the funding
needed for the $480,000 project. The lab will be located at the
College’s Penticton campus and will offer a tasting
environment similar to those found at Brock University and
Niagara College in Ontario. This is great news for the BC
grapegrowing industry, because we will now be able to attract
new students to our industry within the province. All are
expecting the lab and new courses to bring more people into
the area for training in food, wine, and tourism.
We cheer them on in their efforts to make the wine and
grapegrowing industry in this beautiful province even better
than it is today!

2013
Okanagan-Similkameen
Starling Control Program
Our thanks to this year’s contributors!
(at time of publishing)

Andrew Peller Limited
Artemisia Vineyard
Artus Bottling Ltd
Black Hills Estate Winery
Black Widow Winery Inc
Blind Creek Vineyards
Boulder Beach Vineyard
Burrowing Owl Estate Winery
Chopaka Ridge Vineyards
Christopher Jentsch Fruit Company
Compact Orchard Development Company
Coyote Ridge Vineyards
Cranston Hill Vineyard
Deep Roots Vineyards
Dehart Road Vineyard
Denmarc Vineyard
Dry Creek Vineyard (Mt Kobau)
Eau Vivre Winery & Vineyards Ltd
Ebneter Vineyard
Echo Bay Estate Vineyard
Enotecca – Lastella Winery
Enotecca – Le Vieux Pin Winery
Erickson Vineyards
Eventus Vineyards Ltd
Fiume Vineyard
Ghost Pine Vines

Gray Monk Cellars Ltd (G&T Vineyards)
Heckmann Vineyard
Hindson Vineyard
House of Rose Vineyards Ltd
Hugh & Mary Vineyards
Joie Farm Winery
K&V Vineyards
King Family Farms Ltd
Knorr Vineyards Ltd
Kozier Organic Vineyard
L Wilson Vineyard
Lighthall Vineyard
Lindale Farm
Matheson Creek Farm
Mitchell’s Vineyard
Munckhof Vineyards
Munson’s View Vineyard
Noble Ridge Vineyard & Winery
Paydirt Vineyards (Grey Monk)
Paynter Family Vineyard
Pocaterra Vineyard & Guesthouse
Punta Arena Vineyard
Quail Estates
Raisin d’Être Vineyards
Redrows Vineyards
River Stone Estate Winery Inc

Robert Hancock Orchard
Rock Oven Vineyards
Roesler Vineyard
Ron & Cher Watkins (Drunk Monk Vineyard)
Slamka Cellars Ltd (Little Straw Vineyard)
Stone Ridge Vineyards
Stoneboat Vineyards & Winery
Sumac Slope Vineyard
Summerhill Pyramid Winery
Sun Ridge Vineyard
Sunshine Vineyard
The Dude Ranch Vineyard
The Grape Patch
The Terraces
Thee Vineglass Vineyard
Tinhorn Creek Vineyards Ltd
Turtle Mountain Vineyards Ltd
Two Wongs Make a White
Vine Vista Vineyard
Webster’s Farm Gate Vineyard
Wendenburg Vineyard
Wild Goose Vineyards & Winery

There is still time for anyone who hasn’t yet contributed to this year’s
program to get your name on the list – you can send in your contribution by
mail to 451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H9
or donate online at http://www.grapegrowers.bc.ca/donations.shtml

451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, British Columbia, V0H 1H9
Toll Free: 1-877-762-4652 Facsimile: (250) 442-4076
bcga@nethop.net

www.grapegrowers.bc.ca

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Pursuant to the bylaws of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association (see www.grapegrowers.bc.ca):
I/We do hereby apply for membership with the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association.
Primary Contact:
Name of Vineyard
or Company:
Mailing Address:
Primary
Telephone:

Alternate
Phone:

Facsimile:

Mobile Phone;

Primary E-mail:

2

Website:

Number of
Planted Acres:

nd

E-mail:

The members of the British Columbia Grapegrowers’ Association include Full Members and Associate Members (as defined
below) who shall have the rights and obligations attached to each class of membership.
A person who is a grapegrower is entitled to be a Full Member. “Grapegrower” means a person, partnership of persons,
corporation or joint venture that grows grapes on a commercial basis, either for that party’s or parties’ own use in processing of
wine or for sale to third parties.
Any person who is not a grapegrower, but who has a vested interest in the British Columbia grape and wine industry by reason
of that person's involvement in and with that industry may apply to become an Associate Member.

I agree to uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws of the Association. ___________
(initial here)

I am applying for (check one):

_____ Full Membership

_____ Associate Membership

Check one of the following payment options:

_______ I enclose the annual membership fee of $150.00 with a cheque made to BC Grapegrowers’ Association
_______ I have made my payment online (www.grapegrowers.bc.ca) with the PayPal/Credit Card option

Dated: _______________________________

Signed: ____________________________________

Print Name: _________________________________
If the applicant is an incorporated company, a co-operative, or partnership, an authorised signing official should sign this form.

Please mail the application and annual fee to 451 Atwood Road, Grand Forks, BC, V0H 1H9
(cheque made out to the BC Grapegrowers’ Association)

